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While previous presidents have made this a major campaign 
promise, they failed to deliver. Today, I am delivering . . . My 
announcement today marks the beginning of a new approach to 
the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians,
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A. MDA 

“… the degree to which certain means of pictorial 
expressions (colour, representational detail, depth, total 
shades, etc.) are used. Each of these dimensions can be 
seen as a scale running from the absence of any rendition 
of detail to maximal representation of details or from the 
absence of any rendition of depth to maximally deep 
perspective” (p. 256).  

in a literate culture the 
visual means of communication are rational expressions of 
cultural meanings, amenable to rational accounts and 
analysis literate 
cultures have systematically suppressed means of analysis of 
the visual forms of representation, so that there is not, at the 
moment, an established theoretical framework within which 
visual forms of representation can be discussed

structured messages, amenable 
to constituent analysis
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B. Political Cartooning 

a satirical comment, usually 
humorous… about a political person, event, institution or idea, 
and reflecting the cartoonist's own values or opinions on that 
issue

the 
heartbeat of caricature and that condensation and 
displacement play central roles in the production and 
interpretation of political cartoons… Cartoons are merely the 
adult’s way of displacing aggression through the adoption of 
symbolic substitute

societal structures which limit 
and enhance caricature, the symbolic resources available in 

such a society, and the potential meaning and uses of such 
symbology within specific sociopolitical contexts

not to provide information 
but confirmation, not to alter attitudes or change minds but to 
represent an underlying order of things, not to perform 
functions but to manifest an ongoing and fragile social process

the most 
neglected genre of political communication

a subtle framework 
within which to view the American political process and its 
players. Cartoons not only reflect our culture but also invite us 
to think about its constituent parts and their meaning for our 
own lives culture-creating, culture-
maintaining, culture-identifying artifact

Editorial cartoonists, in their role as journalists and 
commentators, participate in the political image-making 
process. The amusement potential of editorial cartoons, as 
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political satire, sometimes eclipses their discursive 
function in creating social reality. Cartoons are framed 
within a unique, condensing form that facilitates 
representation of candidate images with clear, concise, 
visually reinforced messages disseminated on a daily 
basis

“The sequential/temporal characteristic of language-
as-speech may lend itself with greater facility to the 
representation of action and sequences of action; while 
the spatial display of visual images may lend itself with 
greater facility to the representation of elements and their 
relation to each other”
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subtle, complex, multilayered messages about people and 
events in the details of how they are drawn messages that would 
be difficult or impossible to express verbally

A. Research Design 
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B. Selected Sample 

C.Theoretical Framework 
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A. Analysis of the Selected Corpus 
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B. Aspects of Meaning in the Selected Corpus  
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