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We remained there for about five years and it was a 
land where people’s ignorance was supreme; the 
majority of its people have not smelt the scent of Islam. 
They used to come to Shaykh’s gathering mingling with 
their women. He segregated them that mixing together 
was forbidden, after he had taught them the laws of Islam 
[26]. 

shari’ah

Ulama
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Hisnal-
Afham min Juyush al-Awham,

Is a confirmation of his adherence to the Asha’ari 
(School of Islamic Theology). The book contains 
quotations from major Ash’ari scholars such as al-
Ghazali and al-Sanusi. Perhaps since before the Jihad 
systematic theology was not well received by the Ulama 
of Hausaland [13]. 

IlmUsul al-Din
Ilm al-Kalam

In fact, theology is praise-worthy when assessed for its 
value according to its benefit. It is a knowledge through 
which we can have the thorough knowledge of 
Monotheism, (Tauhid) and which can protect Tauhid 
from misunderstanding, disclosure of facts and through it 
the conception of Tauhid will remain as it is. On the 
other hand, theology has been disgraced and has come to 
dishonor for its harmful teachings; like rousing doubtful 
thoughts, and stirring up doubt in beliefs [19]. 

Sunna Ijma,

bida’
All ideals are intellectual but the ideals of the Sokoto 

jihad were also academic; ... in the sense of educational, 
having to do with what is taught in schools, in academies. 
...the Mujahidun in Sokoto drew their ideas from 
scholarly literatures, from a tradition of learning. They 
were primarily students and teachers, not politicians or 
warriors [19]. 

Aqeeda 

bid’a (
Tafsir Tajweed

scientia

In more contemporary terms, science is a system of 
acquiring knowledge based on scientific (systematic) 
process or method in order to organize body of 
knowledge gained through research. Science remains a 
continuing effort on the part of human being to discover 
and increase knowledge through research. Scientist make 
observations, record measureable data related to their 
observations, analyze the information in hand in order to 
construct theoretical explanations of phenomenon 
involved [11]. 

“Read in the name of your Lord who created, Created 
man, out of a (mere) clot of congealed blood, Read, and 
your Lord is the most Generous, Who taught by the 
pen,“Taught man that which he knew not.” (Holy Qur’an 
96:1-5 [12]) 
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‘He who pursues the road of knowledge, Allah will 
ease to him the road to Paradise’ [24] 

al-Biruni, al-
Kindi, al-Khawarizmi, al-Farghani, al-Razi, Jabir ibnHayyan, 
al-Idrisi, Ibrahim ibn Sinan, al-Jazari, al-Kashi

Masalih al-insan al-muta’alliq bi-l-adyanwal-abdan (A 
guidance and teaching on faith) 

Diya’ al-umma 
fiadillat al-a’imma (Light and Guidance on the rulers and 
kings) Ibadat 

Abdullahi discussed the treatment of poisons from 
scorpion stings and snakebite; he recommends the use of 
salt and water. He also provides a verdict (fatwa) 
prohibiting the use of wine and other unlawful substances 
in medication [6]. 

Kitab al-rahma 
fi-l-tibbwa-l-hikma (A book of guidance on medicine [9]),

mujarrab al-sahih 
Masalih al-insan

ilm al-tabi’a

Al-mawarid al-
nabawiyyafial-masa’ilaltibbiyya and Ujalat al-rakibfial-tibb 
al-sa’ib [6] 

.

Ummah 

Kitab al-tibb al-nabawi 
[16] 

fardayn
fardkifayah
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Kitab al-tibb al-mu‘in al-musamma bi-tibbal-‘ayn 
(A portion on eye treatments), 

Kitab al-adwiyatlil-‘uyun [21],

Musuj al-lijayn al-musamma bi-tibb al-‘ayn, [20] 

Risalat al-amrad al-kilyahwa‘ilajiha 
(Massage on the treatment of kidney disease) [23], [22]

Muhammad Bello replied: “From the description and 
symptoms of your ailment as contained in the letter, I 
think you suffer from a kidney problem [6].” 

-qawl al-manthur fi adwiyatillatal-
bathur (Standing verdict on the treatment of piles) [17], [5]

Kitab al-qawl al-sinna Cassia senna  Locust 
plant

Cassia 
senna

al 
Nubdhafiadwiyat al-didan (A portion of a guidance 
concerning worm disease) [7].
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-qawl al-manthur fi adwiyat illat al-b athur by Muhammadu Bello. 

Nubdha fi adwiyat al-didan of 

al-sinna 
.

Diya’ al-umma fi adillat al-a’imma authored by Sheikh Abdullahi ibn 
Fodiyo (1768-1827).

Masalih al-insan al-muta’alliq bi-l-adyanwal-abdan by Sheikh 
Abdullahi Fodiyo(1768-1827)


