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Kitsch

You can detest bad music, but, it cannot be despised, 
[…] Its role, insignificant in the history of music, is 
immense in the emotional history of societies  

 an emotional expression of his sentimental 
character’

emotivity romantic 
depth

kitsch

a salon composer is elegant, but this implies that he 
tightens the natural dimension and passionate rhythm, of 
sincere feelings, in a corset […] dictated by fashion […] 
He is emphatic to the point of impotence, well-mannered 
to the point of erasing his character traits, decorative 
and embellished by stupidity: his love is a degrading 
gentleness, his anger a poison […], his excitement a vain 
noise 

A. Chopin’s Decadent: Musical Work(s) 

Chopin played like an angel, much too well for the 
inhabitants of the City, whose artistic education is a little 
problematic. He played a number of short pieces, after 
which the dancing began  

"[…] is also able to play dances and accompaniment 
to ‘leisure songs’ or to songs aimed at fomenting 
patriotic feeling". 

music for elites music for masses

classical popular music 

B. Musical Forms: Nocturnes 

national
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patriotic, polish

American literary realism

 

A. Interpreting Chopin’s Music Today: Kitsch

B. The Polish Composer’s Image  
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C. Composer’s Defence 

rubato 

kitsch

American literary realism 

par excellence

Theory (English) and Lehre (German) 
versus Téori (Indonesian),

Chopin: A new biography

Studien zur Trivialmusik 
im.19. Jahrhundert

B&H

International Journal of Adolescence and Youth

New Illustrated Lives of Great Composers: Chopin, Omnibus 
Press

Music & Letters Oxford University 
Press

American Literary Realism

Chopin and his Critics: An Anthology – from the 
composer’s time to the First World War

Word 
and Music studies. Essays in Honor of Steven Paul Scher and on 
Cultural Identity and the Musical Stage

 Chopin. Cz owiek, dzie o, rezonans.
 La France Musicale

Chopin at the Boundaries: Sex, History, and Musical Genre

A poet of Sound


