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Abstract—In Algeria, the most impressive and most known 
prehistoric art is the painted or engraved rock art which is present 
with abundance in several regions. The existence of rock art in Great 
Kabylia region has been known for over sixty years. 

The main purpose of this research is to show the dangers facing 
these rock paintings and engravings and what are the arrangements 
for their protection and recovery. 

As every vestige destroyed is a part of the world's memory which 
disappears, some steps have to be taken in order to protect these 
historical and archaeological heritages. 

 
Keywords—Kabylia, preservation, rock paintings and 

engravings, valorization. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

N Kabylia paintings and engravings are relatively abundant. 
of the 54 sites discovered,25 are holders of Libyan 

inscriptions. Most of these rock paintings and engravings were 
discovered by MM. Poyto and Musso [1]. The researches were 
conducted from 1965 to 1967; total of the discovered sites is 
fifty two. Later, other sites came to be added. The majority of 
these inscriptions include ornaments painted with red ocher. 
They are found in caves, on rocks and sandstone blocks from 
the northern part of Kabylia. It has long attracted tourists from 
several countries and from all over Algeria to discover this 
magnificent archaeological piece and satisfy their curiosity. 
These rock paintings and engravings depict not only human 
figures but also several animal species that once lived in this 
region and the various characters used by the ancient Libyan 
Berbers. 

The main reason for choosing Kabylia sites is for their 
particular interest in more ways than one: 
- They are open air museums with exploitable precious 

heritage legacy for the creation of sustainable cultural and 
tourism development project. 

- They reflect the great skill of the region in the field of 
rock art. 

- They demonstrate a great human movement facing the 
region for millennia. 

- They provide indications as to the changing environment 
and climate changes during prehistory 
 

II. Site DECORATION TYPE 

From the aesthetic point of view, all appear poor when 
compared to other regions of Algeria. These discovered 
decorated sites present a variety of decoration: 
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- Human Silhouettes, 
- Animal Silhouettes, 
- Enigmatic Drawings, 
- Symbolic Drawings, 
- Etchings, 
- Libyan Characters. 

A. Human Silhouettes  

Among the human silhouettes we found normal silhouettes, 
other ithyphallic, and other stylized. 

B. Animal Silhouettes 

Some animal silhouettes are difficult to identify. Among 
them can be distinguished a dog, a bovid and an animal of 
species of antelope. 

C. Enigmatic Drawings 

These enigmatic drawings are represented by: 
- Dashed, 
- Sticks, 
- Combs etc... 

D. Symbolic Drawings 

These symbolic drawings are represented by: 
- Hands, 
- Arrows, 
- Shields. 

E. The Engravings 

Only four sites are adorned with engravings that represent 
spirals. 

F. The Libyan Characters 

Of all the motifs and these rock paintings and engravings, 
the Libyan characters are the most numerous, indeed, 25 sites 
are bearing inscriptions among the 54 sites discovered. Most 
of these inscriptions (Fig.1) are transcribed in writing that we 
call Western, with signs whose values are not fixed yet. 

The large majority, 24, is arranged in the vertical direction 
and only 1 in the horizontal direction. 

The site of Ifigha [2], [3] (Fig. 1(a)) is the largest and 
mainly the richest in inscriptions discovered by S. Boulifa, [4]. 
This site is recorded under number 848 in the collection of 
Libyan inscriptions of Chabot [5]. This historical document of 
exceptional richness includes nearly 550 signs arranged in 
vertical lines. Other inscriptions represent only three to five 
characters and other some dozens. These paintings may have 
been realized to testify: 
- Different animals that existed in this region such as 

antelopes, cattle and dogs. 
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