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Abstract—This study focuses on an evaluation of Hokkaido which
isthe northernmost and largest prefecture by surface areain Japan and
particularly on two points: the rivalry between al kinds of land use
such as urban land and agricultural and forestry land in various cities
and their surrounding areas and the possibilitiesfor forestry biomassin
areas other than those mentioned above and grasps which areasrequire
examination of the nature of land use control and guidance through
conducting land use anaysis a the district level using GIS
(Geographic Information Systems). The results of anaysis in this
study demonstrated that it is essential to divide the whole of Hokkaido
into two areas. those within delineated city planning areas and those
outside of delineated city planning areas and to conduct an evaluation
of each land use control.

In delineated urban areas, particularly urban areas, it is essential to
re-examine land use from the point of view of compact cities or smart
cities along with conducting an evaluation of land use control that
focuses on issues of rivalry between all kinds of land use such as urban
land and agricultural and forestry land. In areas outside of delineated
urban areas, it is desirable to am to build a specific community
recycling range based on forest biomass utilization by conducting an
evaluation of land use control concerning the possibilities for forest
biomass focusing particularly on forests within and outside of city
planning areas.

Keywords—Land Use Control, Urbanization, Forestry Biomass,
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Hokkaido

I. INTRODUCTION

LTHOUGH land prices in Japanese city centers have been

in a downward trend in recent years, they are till higher
than those in peripheral areas and issues concerning land use
such as the difficulty of securing land for offices and housing
continue to be pinpointed. On the other hand, there is an
increasing trend towards locating offices and housing in the
suburbs as land prices are relatively low, and there are many
cases of chaotic development of urban areas involving the
maintenance of traffic networks as well as cases related to
serious land use issues such as the spread of urban areas or
urban sprawl. The burden of upgrading urban infrastructure is
also increasing and the occurrence of issues such asthetime and
energy required to move people and materials are increasing as
well as there being a decline in maintenance performance. In
this way, the underuse of land is being neglected in city centers
and (re)location to the city periphery isbeing permitted and, asa
result, there are claims that a radical reform of the land use
system isrequired.
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Thereisalso concern that the above land use issues will make
therivalry for all typesof land use such as urban areas aswell as
agricultural or forestry land, that have traditionally been singled
out in Japan asland use planning issues, more serious (Land Use
Research Group Compilation, 1999) [1]. Furthermore, this is
becoming a serious challengein land use planning as deviations
between land use control and the actual use of land, in particular
in the periphery of urban areas, are increasing (Mizuguchi,
1997) [2]. In addition, as these kinds of significant changesin
land use not only have a serious effect on the local residential
environment but also on the wider environment of the entire
area, the nature of appropriate urban structure and land use from
the point of view of the environment in the future must be
questioned. Conseguently, due to the deviations between land
use control and the actual use of land involved in urbanization
particularly in suburban areas, it can be said that one important
challenge is the fact that the necessity of an examination of the
nature of land use control and guidance isgrowing stronger. It is
for this reason that it becomes indispensable to thoroughly
examine land use control in land use master plans by comparing
with actual land use.

Studies of land use in Japan with themes as mentioned above
include Satake's 1976 study on land use control challenges in
areas that overlap [3], Tsukaguchi's 1989 study on land use
control in metropolitan urban and agricultural areasthat overlap
[4], and the Nakamura et a 2001 comparative study of
overlapping areas by prefecture [5]. Further, land use studies
focusing on areas outside of the three largest metropolitan areas
include Y amamoto’s 2003 and 2004 studies on an evaluation of
land use control in the Lake Biwa basin area[6] [7], Iwamoto’s
2009 study on the actual state of and challengesin the land use
control of each municipality in the Matsumoto City urban area
[8] and Yamamoto's 2011 study on an evaluation of land use
control onthe mainisland of Okinawa[9]. In addition, there are
many studies on land use in Japan that mainly focus on the three
largest metropolitan areas (Tokyo Metropolitan Area,
Kyoto-Osaka-Kobe  Metropolitan Area and Nagoya
Metropolitan Area) which have serious and diverse land use
issues but there are almost no evaluations of land use in areas
other than the metropolitan areas except for the
above-mentioned studies [6] - [9].

Therefore, this study focuses on an evaluation of Hokkaido
and particularly on two points: the rivalry between all kinds of
land use such as urban land and agricultural and forestry land in
various cities and their surrounding areas and the possibilities
for forestry biomass that are being proactively implemented in
Hokkaido in areas other than those mentioned above. This study
also aimsto grasp which areas require examination of the nature
of land use control and guidance through conducting land use
analysis at the district level (by town block or village sector)
using highly effective GI'S (Geographic Information Systems)
as a space analysistool.
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In order to do this, Section Il discusses the negjio
characteristics of Hokkaido which is the targetdealuation. In
Section lll, GIS data for land use control and attand use is
collected and processed to develop a GIS databasis eble to
be used in this study. Section IV uses the GIS bdam to
evaluate land use control by comparing with actaiadl use as
well as to understand the characteristics of lsselaontrol and
specifies the orientation of even more detailedysig Finally,
Section V gives the conclusion to this study arstasses future
research challenges.

Il. REGIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THESTUDY AREA

Hokkaido is situated at the very northernmost figagpan and
is the largest of Japan’s prefectures with an afé#8,421kn
and is the fifth largest prefecture in terms of plagon at
approximately 5,520,000. Sapporo City (populatiapprox.
1,900,000), which is one of the largest cities ioetsf the three
largest metropolitan areas, is located in centéh@fegion but
there is also a number of cities with a populattdmore than
100,000 people such as Asahikawa City (approx.:CZHl),
Hakodate City (approx.: 280,000), Kushiro City (epp:
180,000), Tomakomai City (approx.: 170,000), Olmh@ity
(approx.: 170,000), Kitami City (approx.: 130,00Bpetsu City
(approx.: 120,000) which are not only located i ¥icinity of
Sapporo City but which are important cities in eaebion of
Hokkaido®. In addition, if we focus on land use, in addition
the extensive Sapporo metropolitan area, urbarsaeeh as
those mentioned above have developed and arebdistd in a
concentrated manner. On top of this, in additiotheofact that
Hokkaido is the largest agricultural and farmingios in Japan,
it has a significantly high area of forests.

Due to the fact that Hokkaido has the largest arfeall
prefectures in Japan, there is great concerngbaes of rivalry
for all types of land use such as that for urbaeasror
agriculture or forestry will become more seriousd anore
widespread. However, there are almost no land usdies
focusing on Hokkaido and, as mentioned in Sectiothé
greatest feature of land use studies in Japan tipnanwv has

I1l.  DEVELOPMENT OF THEGIS DATABASE

This study used Digital National Land Map LandeUs
Subdivision Mesh Data that is published by the Gaplgical
Survey Institute at the Ministry of Land, Infrastture,
Transport and Tourism as a base map to developGtise
database. The main reason | selected the aboveemethiGIS
data as a base map is because it is GIS dataathaelen created
by dividing the entire country into 3-mesh 1/10 divided
regions (100 meshes) and, as it is divided inttiqudar district
units, data handling is relatively easy. Anothersan is because
Hokkaido is such a large target region and the efmentioned
GIS data is divided into 40 regions so it is possito
re-integrate GIS data in regions as close as peskitthe 14
regions stipulated by the Hokkaido government aswvshin
TABLE | and Fig.1. Fig. 2 shows an example of the
above-mentioned GIS data for land use in Sapparoa®d its
surrounding area (FY2006) using a visualizatiortesyswith
ArcGIS Ver10.0.

As land use control data for land use master plamsed the
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tismn Land
Use Control Back-up System: Lucky Systéhas basic data. As
this is in raster format (image format), | first nsidered
compatibility with Digital National Land Map Land dd
Subdivision Mesh Data, and | clipped only the Hdlka
portion and converted the file format to a vectonfat as well
as a shape file format. Furthermore, in order talyae the
deviations between land use control and actuallsed! added
Digital National Land Map Land Use Subdivision Me3hta
using a GIS overlay function and develop a GIS luka with
information on land use control and actual land use

IV. EVALUATION OF LAND USECONTROL

A. Special Characteristics of Land Use Control

1) Special Characteristicsin Hokkaido (Overall)

Fig. 3 shows the 5 types of areas in the Hokkagdal luse
master plan which are: urban, agricultural, forastural park
and natural conservation areas, and the objedivdand use
adjustment for each separate area. In addition, JEAB shows
an analysis of land use control data processeberptevious

been that they have mostly targeted the three S&rgeection and divides the above 5 areas into aredshtive no

metropolitan areas. The reason for this is thahbse Hokkaido
has the largest area as mentioned above, conduatidguse
analysis itself is extremely difficult and the seogor

examination of what kind of spatial scale shouldélected for
the evaluation of the target region and what kifdamalysis
methods should be used can be considered to lesretjrwide.

In other words, it is very difficult to set reselartasks and
methods as land use analysis methods would be kealigr
different due to deviations depending on whetherretgion to
be evaluated is the whole of Hokkaido or is narmbwewn to
focus on one part of the region.

overlap and areas that have overlap by area. FIABLE II,
we can see that areas in Hokkaido land use malstes which
have not been designated to any of the 5 desigrateas
amount to only 0.7%.

An important characteristic of Hokkaido land usetcol is
that over 70% of areas have no overlap which ieifstgntly
high. I have conducted land use analysis usingahgee methods
as used in this study before in Shiga Prefectudecanthe main
island of Okinawa but in Shiga Prefecture 34.9%n(#eoto,
2006) [10] of areas had no overlap and 52.0% (Yaoteam
2011) [9] of areas on the main island of Okinawal
overlap. It can also be considered that it is fbsto designate
many areas with no overlap because Hokkaido hasga hrea
as a reason for this kind of difference with otpesfectures.
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TABLE |
DIVISION OF REGIONS INHOKKAIDO AND OUTLINE OF EACHREGION
; . . o . Population Density
Region Major City/Town Number of Cities/Towns/Village| Population Area (knf) (=)

Sorachi lwamizawa City 10 cities, 14 towns 336,254 5,79.2 58.1
Ishikari Sapporo City 6 cities, 1 towns, 1 village 2,342,334 3,539.p 661.7
Shiribeshi Kuchan Town 1 city, 13 towns, 6 villages 232,940 4,305.8 541
Iburi Muroran City 4 cities, 7 towns 416,289 3,698.0 1126
Hidaka Urakawa Town 7 towns 75,321 4,812.0 15.7
Oshima Hakodate City 2 cities, 9 towns 427,807 3,936.6 108.7
Hiyama Esashi Town 7 towns 42,058 2,630.p 16.0
Kamikawa Asahikawa City 4 cities, 17 towns, 2 villege 520,364 10,619|2 49.0
Rumoi Rumoi City 1 city, 6 towns, 1 village 53,105 3,48.8 154
Soya Wakkanai City 1 city, 8 towns, 1 village 73,447 4625.1 15.9
Abashiri Abashiri City 3 cities, 14 towns, 1 village 310,009 10,690.p 29.0
Tokachi Obihiro City 1 city, 16 towns, 2 villages 348597 10,831.p 32.2
Kushiro Kushiro City 1 city, 6 towns, 1 village 247,3D 5,997 .4 41.2
Nemuro Nemuro City 1 city, 4 towns, (6 villages) 80,58 8,534.7 9.4

Note: Population, area and population density figuare taken from the websites of each town in Hizlkkand are current as of January, 2012. The Nenagion
includes 6 villages in the northern territoriestaarea and number of cities/towns/villages
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Fig. 1 Map of Regions in Hokkaido
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Fig. 2 Example of Land use in Sapporo City an@itburbs (FY2006)
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5 Divisions Urban Areas Agricultural Areas Forest Areas Natural Pak Areas
Subdivision L } Non- Forest Areag
L Urbanization an Agricultural | designated|Conservation that are nof  Special Ordinary
5 Divisions Control | designated . .
L Areas Agricultural Forests |Conservatioh Areas Areas
Subdivision Areas Areas
Areas Forests
Agricultural Areas — —
Agricultural Areas Non-designated . 1
Agricultural Areas
Conservation Forests — —
Forest Areas Forest Areas that are n¢t 2 2
Conservation Forests
Special Areas — —
Natural Park Areas
Ordinary Areas 3 3
Natural Conservation |SPecial Areas x -
Areas Ordinary Areas x —

The bold lines denote the target areas for thig\stu

x: No overlap in systemor in reality

«: Takes priority when there is overlap

O: Control both areas in conjunction when thereuual overlap

1: While paying attention to actual land use ireagr, urban use is authorized while adjusting doicaltural use.
2: As a generalrule, use as forest is the prianitsi use as forest and urban use is controlled.

3: Controlled in order to maintain function as aural park as much as possible.

4: As a general rule, agricultural use is the fiysidrut forest use is authorized while adjustingdgricultural use.
5: Forest use is the priority but agricultural issauthorized while adjusting for forest use.

Fig. 3 Hokkaido Land Use Control Objectives
Source: based on Hokkaido (2010a, 2010b) [11] [12]
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TABLE Il
RATIO OF AREA BY 5 AREA OVERLAP IN HOKKAIDO LAND USEMASTERPLAN
(%)
Division of Areas Ratio
Urban Area 2.3
i Agricultural Area 19.1

Areas with No

Overlap Forest Area 48.0
Natural Park Area 1.3
Natural Conservation Area 0.0

Total Areas with No Overlap 70.8
Urban/Agricultural Areas 3.6
Urban/Forest Areas 1.2
Urban/Natural Park Areas 0.0

_|Urban/Natural Conservation Areas -

Two Overlapping -

Areas Agricultural/Forest Areas 12.8
Agricultural/Natural Park Areas 0.3
Agricultural/Natural Conservation Areas 0.0
Forest/Natural Park Areas 9.2
Forest/Natural Conservation Areas 0.1
Urban/Agricultural/Forest Areas 1.0
Urban/Agricultural/Natural Park Areas 0.0

. |Urban/Agricultural/Natural Conservation Areas -

Three Overlappm@b rban/Forest/Natural Park Areas 0.1

Areas
Urban/Forest/Natural Conservation Areas 0.1
Agricultural/Forest/Natural Park Areas 0.2
Agricultural/Forest/Natural Conservation Areas 0.0

Four Overlapping|Urban/Agricultural/Forest/Natural Park Areas 0.0

Areas Urban/Agricultural/Forest/Natural Conservation Axga -

Total Overlapping Areas 28.5

Non-designated Areas 0.7

TABLE Il
AREA AND POPULATION WITHIN AND OUTSIDE OFHOKKAIDO CITY PLANNING
AREAS
i PRI TSIETYR L City Planning Aregd Non-city Planning Arda
’:éiiposition Ratio] 3:3456750a (100.0%)  644,585ha (7.[%) 7,701,090ha%gp
Fgopm”:fgz’i:on Ratio) 55:209.000 (100.0%) 49,513,000 (89.%) 5,696,008¢4)).

Source: based on Hokkaido (2010a) [11]

TABLE IV
OUTLINE OF DELINEATED CITY PLANNING AREASIN HOKKAIDO
City Planning Area Applicable City/Town
Sapporo City, Part of Otaru City, Ebetsu City,
Kita-Hiroshima City, Ishikari City
Otaru City
Hakodate City, Hokutty GNanae Town
Asahikawa City, Takdswvn, Higashi-Kagura Towh
Muroran City, Noboribet8ity, Date City
Kushiro City, Kushiro Taw
Obihiro City, Otofuke Town, Memuro Town,
Makubetsu Town
Chitose/Eniwa City Planning Arg¢a Chitose City, Eni@ity
Tomakomai City, Shirao Town, Abira Town,
Atsuma Town
Kitami City Planning Area Kitami City
Source: based on Hokkaido (2010a) [11]

Sapporo City Planning Area

Otaru City Planning Area
Hakodate City Planning Area
Asahikawa City Planning Area
Muroran City Planning Area
Kushiro City Planning Area

Obihiro City Planning Area

Tomakomai City Planning Area

In addition, even in areas that have no overldp dkear that
forest conservation is very important in Hokkaidmd use
plans due to the fact that approximately half afsth areas
(48%) are forest areas. Further, the point thal torban areas
only amount to only 7.1% and of these urban areaset with
no overlap amount to no more than 2.3% is worthypehtion.

Important characteristics of the designation okéhéorest
and urban areas are not seen in other prefectunest ds
estimated that aiming to conserve natural land susgh as
forests and preventing chaotic spread and sprawlzn land
use such as residential, commercial and industréss into the
suburbs is strongly intended in land use masterspla

2) Details of Special Characteristicsin Urban Areas (City
planning areas)

Tables Ill and IV show an outline focusing on urtzaeas
(city planning areas) of the 5 areas of the larelmaster plan,
and Fig. 4 shows the status of designation of datied city
planning areas (city planning areas that have atesignated
as urbanization promotion areas and urbanizationtrab
areas). First of all, as shown in TABLE lll, only7% of the
area of Hokkaido is given over to city planningadut their
population is 89.7% of the whole prefecture. Furthe
Hokkaido has 79 city planning areas set up anghasvn in
Table IV and Fig. 4, most of these are designatedefich
central city in an urban area for each region okkéido, but
there are also some which are designated to ingdividity,
town or village units. There are only 10 delineatety
planning areas counted in the 79 city planning @esashown
in TABLE IV and these city planning areas, in agditto
Sapporo and its surrounding area, are designatétbaareas
surrounding central cities in each region of Hokkailt can
also be understood from Table IV that these artiloiged
with a bias towards the western part of Hokkaidacdntrast to
this, there are 69 non-delineated city planningasrand 80
cities, towns and villages that are non-designatiychlanning
areas, and it can be understood that these aribdistd mainly
in the eastern part of Hokkaido. Therefore, it bansaid that
there is great regional disparity in Hokkaido wiglspect to the
status of designation of city planning areas.

B. Evaluation of Land Use Control through Comparison
with Actual Land Use

Fig. 5 shows a map of land use in Hokkaido overall

(FY2006) and we can observe that urban areas ingheus
cities around Sapporo City and Asahikawa City, Higlte City,
Kushiro City, Tomakomai City, Obihiro City and Kita City
are expanding and, in particular, the Sapporo great
metropolitan area is expanding considerably and veay
high-density urban areas are being formed. Consglgudf
land use control and actual land use are compéanetie 10
delineated city planning areas shown in Fig. 4ait be said
that it is essential to conduct an evaluation néllase control,
particularly in urban areas in the five areas afllase master
plans, focusing on rivalry issues concerning atidsi of land
use such as urban, agricultural and forestry areas.

Recently, in Japan, national urban issues suchhastic
suburbanization of cities and the decline of cértities and
regional community issues such as depopulatioregity are
worsening are driving the introduction of compadty c
policies.This is based on a concept that aims &irice
suburban development and sprawl, maintain smafinugzale
and provide a sphere of daily existence within wegjldistance
as well as aiming for community regeneration andnto
planning that creates places that are easy tanive

519



International Journal of Earth, Energy and Environmental Sciences
ISSN: 2517-942X
Vol:6, No:8, 2012

In northern and eastern Japan, which both havécpkaty
high snowfall, one of the aims of introducing tlempact city
policy is to reduce the costs of snow removal intaii in urban
areas in the suburbs that are sparsely populatée:
above-mentioned issues also occur in Hokkaido amapact
city policies have already been introduced in Sapty and
Wakkanai City. Further, all over the world, throughe
efficient use of renewable energy (energy prodimesolar or
wind power) and using smart grids as core technpltite
importance of smart cities as next generation enwirental
cities that can restrict the environmental burdas dome to be
widely recognized. Therefore, in the 10 delineatsty
planning areas shown in Fig. 4, it is essentialttmduce urban
policies in order to implement compact cities orasntities
and to prevent chaotic spread and sprawl of urdvaeh ise into
suburban areas as well as aiming for the conservafinatural
land use such as forests.

Further, in non-delineated city planning areasait be said
that it is essential to focus particularly on fasewithin and
outside of city planning areas and to conduct aluation of
land use control concerning the possibilities toest biomass.
Through this, it is possible to build a specificmzaunity
recycling range based on forest biomass utilization
Hokkaido overall.

V. CONCLUSIONS ANDFUTURE RESEARCHCHALLENGES

This study focuses on an evaluation of HokkaidocWwhis
the northernmost and largest prefecture by arelpran and
particularly on two points: the rivalry between kitids of land
use such as urban land and agricultural and foréstd in
various cities and their surrounding areas andtssibilities
for forestry biomass in areas other than those iomed above
and grasps which areas require examination of #tere of
land use control and guidance through conductimg lase
analysis at the district level (by town block oHage sector)
using GIS. The results of analysis in this studgndestrated
that it is essential to divide the whole of Hoklaithto two
areas: those within delineated city planning amas those
outside of delineated city planning areas and tedaot an
evaluation of each land use control.

In delineated city planning areas, particularlyamtareas, it
is essential to re-examine land use from the paointiew of
compact cities or smart cities along with condugtian
evaluation of land use control that focuses oneissaf rivalry

between all kinds of land use such as urban land an

agricultural and forestry land. In areas outsidedelineated
city planning areas, it is desirable to aim to ¢l specific
community recycling range based on forest biomé&Bsation
by conducting an evaluation of land use controkeoning the
possibilities for forest biomass focusing particiylan forests
within and outside of city planning areas.

100 200km

Fig. 4 Designated Delineated City Planning Arealaikkaido
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Fig. 5 Hokkaido Land Use Map (FY2006)

Future research challenges are to propose suitaideuse
control
evaluation of land use control based on the resiilisis study
using the GIS database built in this study, foaysin urban
areas within delineated city planning areas andlgoting an
evaluation of land use control taking the posdibdi of
biomass into consideration because areas outsidiesk
delineated city planning areas have a lot of foaeséas.

One part of this study was conducted with a Grasid for
Scientific Research on Establishing a RecyclingeSociety
(representative: Toru Furuichi) entitled Study afdéling and
Diffusion Policy for a Community Recycling Rangesbd on
Biomass Utilization.

NOTES

(1) This study mainly used ESRI's ArcGIS Ver10.0 asat§ application.

(2) Population figures were sourced from the offici@bsites of each city
in Hokkaido and are current as of January, 2012.

(3) The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport afidurism’s Land
Use Control Back-up System (Lucky System) Websitelwe found at:
http://lucky.tochi.mlit.go.jp/

and guidance for Hokkaido by conducting an
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