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A Study of Cross Border Student in Hong Kong:

The New Phenomenon of Cross Border Students

which arise from Cross Border Birth
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Abstract—The number of cross-border student between Hong First, the number of children born by mainland @sim

Kong and mainland China is increasing due to arresme of
cross-border marriage between Hong Kong and mairrina. Since
the education system is different to the mainlarng, the statue
Since all the children who have the right of ab@adddong Kong

entitle to have free education in Hong Kong, mafihe cross-border
family prefer to send the children back to Hong Kofor their

education.

couples in Hong Kong is increasing. Second, based trail
about ‘birthright citizenship’ started on 26 Jurg99, the Court
of Final appeal reformed the ‘right of Abode’ in ktpKong on
20 July 2001, saying all Chinese nations who are boHong
Kong are entitled to have the ‘Right of abode’ inrng Kong
[2]. Therefore, all the children born by mainlandiizse
couples through cross border birth automaticallyoloee Hong

Keywords—Birthright citizenship, Cross border birth, CrossKong residents. At the same time, they have rigtgriroll the

border student, Hong Kong

|. INTRODUCTION

local school in Hong Kong and receive compulsoryaadion
provided by Hong Kong government. Third, since calepry
education provided by the mainland Chinese goventiare for

ROSS border student issue has long been concemedchildren who have an official family registry in mknd China,

one of the important social issues in Hong Kongt didy

children who have Hong Kong residenship and dohaee an

the safety of cross border students, the participadf cross official family registry in mainland China could lgrenroll in
border students in extra-curricular activities gaage problems private schools or going back to Hong Kong for edion.
faced by cross border students are also greatlyecnad by the Thus, the numbers of cross border student from larain
society. Cross border students are Hong Kong pegnian Chinese couples (simplified as ‘cross border stu@dji in the

residents (simplified as Hong Kong residents inftil®wing)

but reside in the mainland China. Most of theselestts are
children from cross border families. Cross bora@enify in this
paper means family made up by cross border mar(idgag

Kong resident with mainland Chinese) and their Hétmmng

born or mainland China born children.

However, recently, among the cross border stggehere
are students who are not from cross border familggker, they
are from the family of mainland Chinese couplesually,
children from mainland Chinese couples enroll ie tbcal
schools based on their official family registry faheir
compulsory education or enroll in private schools rin

following) increase in direct proportion to an iease number
of cross border birth.

Absorb the fact of an increasing trend of cramslbr student
(M) enrolling in Hong Kong local schools; some neuocial
issues are generated. First, shortage in kindergartd primary
school places in North District in short run andcs®lary
school places in long run as the number of crosddvstudents
(M) is increasing. However, the increase of thasmss border
students (M) is difficult to project as many of theinland
Chinese couples born children reside in an unredsden
commuting distance to Hong Kong's school. Therefdte
makes the Education Bureau difficult to adjustgbleool places

mainland China. Mainland Chinese who do not haveagHo and arrange the resources.

Kong residentship could not enroll
kindergarten, primary or secondary education. lbézause

in Hong Kong's Second, cross border student (M) generates coiitieen

local Hong Kong residents and mainland Chinese gdioe

according to the Immigration Department of Hong Honbirth in Hong Kong on the topic of using Hong Kosg’

Special Administrative Region (HKSAR), student vifa

mainland Chinese to study in Hong Kong only apflieato

post-secondary programs [1]. Then, why there imarease of
mainland Chinese couples’ Hong Kong born childrerolting

in Hong Kong kindergarten and primary education?
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resources. Since all those cross border studentd@ve Hong
Kong residentship, they have the right to enjoy ¢létong’'s
free education and eligible to apply any educasabsidies
offered by the government. However, mainland Chéraag not
Hong Kong residents, they do not have obligatiopay tax in
Hong Kong. Therefore, many private association &l
Hong Kong residents criticize those cross bordedestts (M)
have abused local Hong Kong residents’ public ressesi
Third, understand by experience that students Wwhee
resided or reside in mainland China usually requrtra
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support or resources from the school or governteeadapt the
learning environment in Hong Kong. The increasecufss
border student (M) may become a burden to the didnedh
finance of Hong Kong.

This paper aims to analyze the new phenomenonasscr

border students, which arise from mainland Chireméples’
cross border birth in Hong Kong. This will helparamine the
future development of supporting services for crbssder
students and redistribution of resources. To urdedsmore
about the latest phenomenon of cross border stuaftart the
boom of mainland Chinese couples’ cross borde bittis
paper will organize as follow. First, review thegplomenon of
cross border students before the boom of mainlanitieSe
couples’ cross border birth. Second, examine tokdraund of
the phenomenon of cross border students (M) andgbeming
issues. Finally, this paper reviews the recent sttpp services
and policies towards cross border students andudes with
some possible solutions to the cross border stussun.

Il. A REVIEW OF THEPHENOMENON OFCROSSBORDER
STUDENT IN HONG KONG

A. Background of cross border students

The Hong Kong-Shenzhen border lies along the Shemzii. Data in 2007 is not availableSource: Demographic Statistics Section,

River. This border is used to control the traveliamd migration
of the population from the mainland China to Horanl§ since
British colonial rule in 1898. Although Hong Kongsreturned
to mainland China on July 1997, strict immigratioontrol

remains exit. Valid travel document is needed fothbHong
Kong residents and mainland Chinese to cross thisidp.
However, the restriction towards Hong Kong Chinesedents
is less than mainland Chinese. Hong Kong Chinesilents
could apply a ‘Mainland travel permit for Hong Koragnd
Macau Residents’ (colloquial named as Home RetemmR),

which allow holder travel freely to mainland chimathin a

validation of 10 years. However, holder have tasteg with the
local policy for an overnight staying or those whould like to
reside in mainland China for a longer term badigytare
required to first obtain a special long-term resitke permit
from the local providence police [3]. On the otheand,
mainland Chinese could apply an ‘Exit-entry Perrfor

Travelling to and from Hong Kong and Macao’ (collisj

named as Two way Permit) travel document for omgina

purpose of personal visit, family reunion, businessother
non-government purpose. This travel document allbalsler
of family reunion grants 90days of stay, and féreotpurposes a
limited 7 days of stay in Hong Kong before validhpeeriod [4].
The ‘Open Door Policy’ introduced by Deng Xiaopiig
1978 boosted a close cross border connection bethleag
Kong and mainland China. The ‘Open Door Policy’ besatly
facilitated cross border investment and generatethdustrial
relocation in Hong Kong. While the interaction beem Hong
Kong and mainland China gets closer, cross bordariage
between Hong Kong Chinese and mainland Chinesenfie=xo

mainland woman share a large portion, this typeafples
share over 80% of the total cross border marriage Table 1).

TABLE |
THE NUMBER OFMARRIAGE REGISTERED INHONG KONG WITH
BRIDEGROOMS BRIDES FROM THEMAINLAND OF CHINA

BRIDES FROM THE
MAINLAND CHINA

BRIDEGROOMS FROM

YEAR THE MAINLAND CHINA

TOTAL

1986 703 (89.9%) 79 (10.1%) 782 (100%)
1991 590 (86.8%) 90 (13.2%) 680 (100%)
1996 2215 (89.2%) 269 (10.8%) 2484 (100%)
2001 5169 (87.7%) 723 (12.2%) 5892 (100%)
2006 18182 (84.2%) 3406 (15.8%) 121588 (100%)
2007 N.A N.A N.A

2008 14206 (85.5%) 2409 (14.5%) 16615 (100%)
2009 13751 (83.1%) 2599 (15.9%) 16350 (100%)
2010 9655 (83.8%) 1864 (16.2%) 11519 (100%)

Census and Statistics Department (2011)

Since some of the cross border marriage registémed

mainland China, the actual number of cross bordariage is
expected to be higher. Nevertheless, the above sidta
provides a good proxy indicator to cross border riage

statistics. According to a survey report condddtg Census
and Statistics Department on April 2009, there Wa$% of
Hong Kong residents resided in mainland China bszaf
work. Among those who have resided in mainland €h#3%
are married persons [5]. Therefore, it can be cated that
those cross border families who have chose to eegid
mainland China mainly because father's work refatiat the

same survey, it also shows that Hong Kong residerce
mainly resided in Guangdong providence (83.0%)eeisgly in

Shenzhen (31.3%) and Guangzhou (16.5%) [5](Fig.1).

@ Provincial capital
— Major road

~~ Major river

—— Provincial border
=== National border

Fig. 1 Map of Guangdong Providence

more common. Especially, couples of Hong Kong mad a Source: Asia Times online, <

http://atimes.com/atimes/images/guangdong-maps2.gif
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There are many reasons push cross border familissrid provide a ‘Hong Kong Re-entry Perfhito enter Hong Kong.
their children back to Hong Kong for educationsEithey have On the return journey, students have to providdanie Return
more confidence in Hong Kong education system. Héogg Permit’ to enter mainland China. From 16 Decemb@04?
is running a bilingual education from kindergaregucation, Hong Kong Immigration Department introduced an @mated
which students are taught in Cantonese and Endliskides, Passenger Clearance System’ (also known as E-Cls3ntee
Hong Kong's education system receives high evalnati simplify the immigration procedures for Hong Koresidents,
internationally; especially public examination (HprKong special E-Channels for cross border student atelied at Lo
Certificate of Education Examination, HKCEE and igdfong Wu Control Point. On the other side, on 21 Decer2fé5, the
Advanced Level Examination, HKALE) results are gmiaed Shenzhen Border Control Point also set up spehaimels for
by most of the higher education facilities in Aaditi, Canada, cross border student. These simplified immigrapoocedures
United State of America, United Kingdom, etc. There, it help cross border student to cross the border d$iiyoeten
increases the opportunity for Hong Kong studentgdoand during peak seasons. Although the immigration pilaces have
study abroad. Second, from 2007, Hong Kong govemtmebeen simplified, cross border students still havgédt off the
started a ‘Pre-primary Education Voucher schemdijclv school bus at both immigration control and get omos| bus

provides fee subsidy for parents to meet towarbeadees for
pre-primary education of their children in the forof
pre-primary education vouchers [6]. In

again after immigration procedure. The safety isstieross
border students getting off and on the school bresb&ing

Hong Kongconcern by schools and parents. Especially kindengaand

kindergarten education does not included in congouls primary school students are still too young to askedge the

education and all kindergartens in Hong Kong aieapely run.
Therefore, school fee vary from kindergarten’s orgations.
Voluntary agencies run non-profit-making kindergadg and
private enterprises run private independent kinaitegs. Thus,
the execution of school voucher scheme attract noooss
border families to send their children back to Hétang for
kindergarten education. Third, a child who holdsngldong
residentship find difficult to enroll in public la¢ schools in
mainland China. From 2006, Education Department
Shenzhen introduced a strict policy to control terapy
Shenzhen resident’s children to receive compulsoiycation
provided by mainland Chinese government. Childrein
temporary Shenzhen residents could enroll theildm to
local only if their parents could meet all the Siditions. First,
parents have worked in Shenzhen for more thanma $eaond,
parents could provide valid working visa. Thirdygrts could
provide a certificate of being protected by sos&tdurity which
issued by Labor and Social Security Departmenthi-parents
could provide a temporary residence certificate &umaily
planning certificate (follow one child policy). if, parents who
own a property should provide a certificate of pdyp, parents
who are renter should provide the contract of rgfit
Therefore, rather than sending the children togtevschools
which school fee are expensive, most of the crosdds family
would prefer to send their children back to Hongndor their
compulsory education.

B. The issue faced by cross border students

Crossing the Hong Kong-Shenzhen border to go toadh
Hong Kong is not easy. Students have to hold vakdel
documents to cross this border as strict immignatontrol
remains exist even after the handover. From Shenizhkelong
Kong, a Hong Kong Resident Identity Card is needeat.
students who are aged 10 or below, they have tage@ Hong
Kong SAR passport together with the Hong Kong Rersid
Identity Card as the child version Hong Kong Residdentity
Card does not contain a photo. Otherwise, studeat® to

danger of kidnap.

Besides the safety issue, transportation cost ane are
greatly concerned by school and parents. Althougbeschorder
students are Hong Kong residents and are enroBeHamng
Kong full time students, they could not enjoy a dstot
concession fare in cross border train service. MsEheng, the
Secretary for Transport and Housing said at theislatiye
Council meeting on 11 May 2011: ‘...the objectivediifering
aftudent concessionary fares in the whole MTR ndtwof008
is to make it more convenient for local studentsawel to and
from school within Hong Kong, as well as to encgeréhem to
ase the MTR to take part in more extra-curriculgivities and
to become more involved in the community ...". [8h& the
number of cross border student is increasing, tiseae excess
demand of school in Yuen Long district and Nortlstict.
Therefore, some cross border students have tol thantber,
such as Tai Po district to study. The longer distathey travel,
the higher transportation cost and more time islede This
directly affects the opportunity of cross borderd&nts joining
school activities or extra-curricular activitiesganized by
school or other organization and may lower theilitgbin
social intercourse.

Furthermore, the variation of education system betw
Hong Kong and China is another issue faced by doosder
students. First, the official languages in Hong gdefore July
1997 were English and Cantonese. Hong Kong studtsutied
to learn English and Cantonese together from kiakten. In
primary education, most of the schools are taugi@antonese
but English is a compulsory subject for all studenin
secondary education, most of the schools shifttéaehing
language from Cantonese to English and in terrigzhycation
English became the common teaching language. Tdreref is
difficult for cross border students to adapt theucdion

: Hong Kong Re-entry Permit is a travel documentéssto Hong Kong residents by the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region for travel to the nlahd China and Macau Special Administrative
Region. The holder either acquired the right ofd#or been granted unconditional stay in Hong Kong.

2'E-Channels’ is a border control system introdubgcthe Hong Kong Immigration Department.
This system is using fingerprint recognition teclugy which will match with the fingerprint stored i
Hong Kong Resident Identity Card.
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environment in Hong Kong if they enroll in Hong kKgpachool

later in their school life. Especially cross bordardents in the
1990s found difficult to adapt the English languaglkeication
system. Although after the handover, under
reformation in 1998, Cantonese, as most Hong Kesglents’

mother tongue is used to be the teaching languageroary

and secondary education (only 114 schools are atoto

continue to use English as the teaching languddsg.changes
allow cross border students to adapt Hong Kong atihut

system easily, but Cantonese is not the officiagleage in
mainland China, and the writing style in Chinesarelters are
different. The Chinese characters used in Hong Karg

traditional Chinese, while simplified Chinese arsed in

mainland China. Thus, the later the cross bordetestt enroll

in Hong Kong education facilities, the more suppaire needed
from school.

Ill. THE NEw CROSSBORDERSTUDENT (M)

A. The Background

As mentioned in introduction, cross border (M) enddren
who are born in Hong Kong by mainland Chinese oesipl
There are many reasons for mainland Chinese cotple®ss
the border to give birth; one of the main reasan$oi enjoy
Hong Kong's education.

First, children who are born in Hong Kong, holdimdiong
Kong residentship could not enroll in local mairdasthool for
the compulsory education provided by mainland Cégéne
government even their parents are Chinese citiZemexefore,
most of the mainland Chinese couples could onlyd gbeir
Hong Kong born children to private schools whichaa fees
are costly. Since all children who hold right ofode in Hong
Kong, have the right to enjoy free compulsory ediocain
Hong Kong, many mainland Chinese couples thoughwbrth
to send their Hong Kong born children back to H&myng for
education. One of the mainland Chinese couples canoe to
Hong Kong to give birth in 2010 told author in alephone
interview on 6 March 2012 that sending the chiléit;mg Kong
for education allows the child become more inteometly
minded and have a better future. Author believesyma
mainland Chinese couples have the same conceppusits
more mainland Chinese couples to give birth in HEogg.

The live births by mainland Chinese couples comtino
increase from 1998 after the handover of Hong Kaoog
mainland China. And after the Final Court of AppeHong
Kong announced that all Chinese national who are lmHong
Kong entitled to have right of abode in Hong Kotigg number
of mainland Chinese couples’ born babies increhaepty and
the share of this kind of baby shared 39% of tha tive births
in 2010 (Table II).

educatiovex

TABLE Il
THE SHARE OFNEW BORN BABIES BY NATIVE AND MAINLAND CHINESE
MOTHERS FROM1998- 2010

Babies born
by HK
residents
parents
46868
(88.5)
44101
(86.0)
45961
(84.9)
40409
(83.8)
39703
(82.4)
36837
(78.4)
36587
(73.5)
37560
(65.8)
39494
(60.2)
42820
(60.8)
45187
(57.4)
44842
(54.6)
47847
(54.1)

Number in () are the % of that group to the téte births.
Source: Demographic Statistics Section, Census S$tatistics Department
(2011)

Babies born by mainland Chinese mothers
Husband is
mainland
residents

458 (0.9)

Total
Number of
live births

Husband is Hong

TR Kong residents

Others* subtotal
6109
11.5)
7180
14.0)

1998 (
(
8173
(
(

1.017 52977 5651 (10.7) N.A.

1999 0.982 51281 6621'12.9) 559 (1.1) N.A.

2000 1.035 54134 7464 (13.8) 709 (1.3) N.A

16.2)
7810
16.2)
8506
(17.6)
10128
(21.6)
13209
(26.5)
19538
(34.2)
26132
(39.8)
27574
(39.2)
33565
(42.6)
37253
(45.4)
40648
(45.9)

2001 0.932 48219 7190 (14.9) 620 (1.3) N.A.

2002 0.939 48209 7256 (15.1) 1250 (2.6) N.A

2003 0.901 46965 7962 (17.0) 2070 (4.4) 96 (0.2)

2004 0.927 49796 8896 (17.9) 4102 (8.2) 211 (0.4)

2005 0.959 57098 9879 (17.3) 9273 (16.2) 386 (0.7)

2006 0.984 65626 9438 (14.4) 16044 (24.4) 650 (1.0)

2007 1.024 70394 7989 (11.3) 18816 (26.7) 769 (1.1)

2008 1.056 78752 7228 (9.2) 25269 (32.1) 1068 (1.4)

2009 1.042 82005 6213 (7.6) 29766(36.3) 1247 (1.5)

2010 1.094 88495 6169 (7.0) 32653 (36.9) 1826 (2.1

According to “Babies Born in Hong Kong to Mainland
Women” a survey conducted by Census and Statistic
Department and published in 2011, only 99 % obthisies born
by mainland Chinese couples would not reside indikong
after birth. And 36% of the mainland Chinese cosmleuld not
bring the Hong Kong born children back to Hong Kamghe
future. The top 3 factors for the babies not tadesn Hong
Kong are parents hope the children will grow up amthe
guidance of their parents (67%), good transpoiatiod not
necessary to stay in Hong Kong (48%) and no frieads
relatives in Hong Kong to take care of the child@nin the
same survey, the 3 decisive factors for mainlandn&de
couples to bring their children to reside in Hongnlg in future
is better education in Hong Kong (82%), comprehengigal
system of Hong Kong (29%) and better quality ofiiyvin Hong
Kong (22%) [9]. These information show Hong Kong's
education system is attractive to mainland Chiresgples and
even those who are not going to reside in Hong Kahey
would still have intension to send their Hong Kohgrn
children to study in Hong Kong.

B. The Issue

Itis not difficult to predict the number of crassrder student
(M) will increase gradually when the number of nhaid
Chinese couples’ born babies is increasing. Taldbdvs the
number of cross border students (both from crossidso
families and mainland Chinese couples) from theogtlear
2004/05 to 2010/11. It shows that students who go t
kindergarten have almost increased a double frdraddg/ear
2006/07 to 2007/08. Compare to Table 2, the liviiabiin 2003
and 2004, the number of babies who are born by leran
Chinese mother was increasing, especially the nupfidzabies
born by mainland Chinese couples has increaseglghdthis
increase shows the increase of mainland Chineseergtborn
babies to the number of cross border studentsdgéat ratio.
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However, this does not mean cross border studenth@d
increased as the numbers provided by Census anidtita
Department only shows the total number of crossdéror
student. Referring back to the official survey gquabove, the
percentage of babies who are born by cross boatailiés
would be back to Hong Kong at their age 3-5 is §9%This
shows many cross border families would intend teerzack to
Hong Kong when the children turn in their schoa agyhen the
cross border family going back to reside in Hongnhgotheir
children would not be cross border student. Besitiesnumber
of babies born by mainland mothers who spouséiisrey Kong
resident is decreasing from 2006. At the same tiheeshare of
mainland Chinese couples born babies increaselgrdatus,
the share of cross border student from cross bdiataily
would decrease due to a decrease in birth. Howtheeshare of
cross border student (M) would increase because tisean
increase in birth. In 2007, the share of birth fromss border
family was 11.3% and the share of birth from maidi€hinese
couples was 26.7% (Table 2). In the school yeaO21, the
kindergarten cross border students was 3786 (Tabld the
ratio between cross border student from cross bdadgly and
cross border student (M) is direct and is the sastheir birth
ratio, in the school year 2010/11, the ratio betwer®ss border
student from cross border family to cross bordedent (M)
would be 1:4.

TABLE IlI
THE NUMBER OF CROSSBORDERSTUDENTS FROM THESCHOOL YEAR
2004/05-2010/11
?{c:;ol Kindergarten Primary Secondary Total
2004/05 733 2589 481 3083
2005/06 962 2998 538 4498
2006/07 797 2878 799 4474
2007/08 1456 3466 937 5859
2008/09 1780 3910 1078 6768
2009/10 2681 4090 1267 8038
2010/11 3786 4575 1538 9899

Source: Information Services Department (15 Jurid O

On 30 May 2011, a documentary made by Radio Tetavis
Hong Kong (RTHK), a public broadcasting organizatio
Hong Kong reported that in 2004 when they firseiatewed a
kindergarten at Sheung Shui (located at the Noitribt of
Hong Kong), there were only 3 cross border studdt
However when they interviewed the same kindergaatsin in
2011, there were 99 cross border student (M), shkrébo of the
total students. The principle said ‘...the numbecrofks border
student (M) is increasing after Hong Kong Governnpeactice
School Voucher Scheme in 2005..." [10]. Another doeatary
made by TVB News, Television Broadcasts Limited B)j\6f
Hong Kong on 28 February 2012, filming the socsduie of
mainland Chinese couples’ cross border birth. Tieported
that a kindergarten located in North District ofrigakong has
240 students in school year 2011/2012, 80% of thdests

system from full day back to half day because af msany
students...” [11].The matter reported in these
documentaries imply the share of cross border stu@é) is
increasing year by year and led to excessive demisehool in
North District.

Itis a fact that cross border student (M) is gdmincrease in
the future and because of the convenient of comnmobst of
them are intended to enroll in schools near thegHkbng
Shenzhen border. This will apply a pressure on @chlaces
supply in the North District. From the early 1980g total
fertility rate (simplified as birth rate) of Hongakg continue to
decrease and in 2001 it dropped under 1.0. Affebiedbw
fertility, many schools could not receive enoughdsnts. In
2003, there were 2360 empty primary school platésd North
District and most of these schools were locatedliages and
rural areas [12]. School which could not receiveougyh
students are either cut the number of classesgehidwe school
system from half day to full day, merge schoolstbgr or shut
down. Compare to school year 2005/6, 10 primarggishwere
shut down from school year 2003/04 [13]. Howewvenyf 2008,
an increase of cross border students (M) had chifvegerimary
school places from excess in supple to undersupiigrefore
some cross border students have to enroll in theats which
locate at Fanling (part of the North District busiafar from the
border) and Tai Po District (south of North DistyicOn the
school year 2010/11, the North District was lacks@® school
seats for primary 1 children. Since there were 232#bies born
by mainland Chinese couples in 2008, and the suteeg by
Census and Statistic Department [9] showed 37%ashland
Chinese couples are intended to bring the childesk to Hong
Kong at the age 6 - 11. Many Hong Kong resideneipiar start
to worry there might be 3459 cross border studehtdoming
in the new school year 2011/12 and lead to a sesbartage of
school places in North District. Therefore, Hongnigaesident
parents start to request Hong Kong Government® jgiiority
to children who are born by Hong Kong residents mvhe
allocating school places [14]. Although the surgajd around
40% mainland Chinese couples intend to send theidren
back to Hong Kong on age 6 — 11, it does not reflease
children are coming back to Hong Kong to residefar
education. If those children are coming back tideeén Hong
Kong, they would not turn into cross border studéfjt On the
other hand, if they are coming back for educatioth @main to
reside in mainland Chinese, then they will beconasg border
student (M). Thus, the issue cross border studénbécomes a
hot topic in the society and also an unpredictataletor
affecting the education system in North District.

Identity problem is also an important issue relatedcross
border student (M). Different to normal cross berdeident
from cross border families, cross border studentgid born by
mainland Chinese couples, the opportunity in urtdading
Hong Kong culture is much less than cross bordefesits from

were cross border students and among those craskerbo cross border families. Although cross border stuget holds

students around 20% were cross border student T¥g
principle of this kindergarten said, ‘... the demasdore than
supply right now, and we (the school) is goinghiftshe school

Hong Kong residentship, when they are not goingetide in
Hong Kong or reside in Hong Kong later in theielift is more

two
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difficult to change their access criteria and m#kem more
difficult to be naturalized as Hong Kong residenits. the
documentary made by TVB News, a university studdm is
born by mainland Chinese couples in Hong Kong énXB80s
was interviewed. She said “.. when | was youngaad living
in mainland China, | was called ‘Hong Kong man’ ather
schoolmates, however, when | moved to Hong Kongas
called ‘mainlander’ by other schoolmates...| was osefl
about my identity. Am | a Hong Kong man or | am
mainlander?...Now, when | have resided in Hong Kiongnore
than 10 years, | will identify myself as a Hong Kgaman..’ [11].
Since there are cultural and concept of value wdffees
between Hong Kong and mainland China, it is veffjadilt for
cross border student (M) to adjust their own idgnti
Furthermore, the negative images (such as stedliogg
Kong's resources, taking advantages of Hong Kontfavee
system, etc) of children who are born by mainlarin€se
couples produced by Hong Kong's media may furtleregate
discrimination issue among students themselveshod.

IV. SUPPORTSERVICES ANDPOLICIES

A. Recent supporting services and policies

2517-9411
No:4, 2012

operators to examine the feasibility of introducanrgss border
school bus services [12]. The Immigration Departimaiso
provides a special channel for cross border stgderdcommute
to school.

B. The future challenges

Most of the cross border student (M) shares theesasue
faced by cross border students from cross bordmiliés.
AHowever, cross border student (M) faces more serigelf
identification problem and generate a shortagelodsl places
in North District. To solve these two issues, caafien
between parents, school and government are needed.

Although it is easy to understand that mainlandn€se
couples send their Hong Kong born children backdtng
Kong for education because they believe Hong Koag &
better education system than mainland China. Horéoethe
safety of cross border student (M), their paremes aways
encouraged to enroll their children especially ého$ tender
age in schools near the place of their residentfected by the
low fertility, many schools in North District hawhift their
running method from big classes (usually over 4@ents, but
less than 50 students in a class) to small cldss 25 students),
and so the school places provided in North Distiet fewer

Toward the issue of cross border students, sumgortithan the past. However, facing the issue of indngasross
services are mainly provided by schools and socigprder student (M), schools in North District shibilave a

organizations such as School-Based Support Scheme
Cross-border and Immigrant Children in Hong Kongamized
by Hong Kong Institute of Education. Basically, tweporting
services can be divided into two parts. First, evmore
opportunity for cross border students to join estraicular
activities. Extracurricular activities have beenerseas an
important part of a school education in Hong Kohge range
of extracurricular activities is very wide, starifrgm music,
sports, art, volunteer, Scouting, etc. Most of aleévities are
sponsored by school or Hong Kong government. Thesef
students could enjoy various activities in a lowstcand would
not give an economic burden to parents. Seconth sypports
in learning Cantonese and English. Many cross barelents,
including both from cross border family or mainlaGtiinese
couples may have language issue in speaking Cesecared
learning English. Since Cantonese is the main lagguin
teaching, student who could not understand or s@eatonese
well may affect their learning. Besides, the Chénebaracters
used in mainland China are different to those usetiong
Kong, schools usually provide extra lesson for srbsrder
students to learn traditional Chinese charactemsthErmore,
English learning is always an issue towards croseddy
students. Since the education system in Hong Kaagssto
teach English from kindergarten, the English apibf local
students are always better than cross border dsigdmo start
to enroll in Hong Kong's school from primary eduoat or
secondary education. Therefore, most of the largsagport
services are helping cross border students to imeptbeir
English ability. In terms of policies, to addrebe heeds and
safety of cross border students, Hong Kong goventrhave
been assisting the schools concerned and the sdhgl

more elastic system to adjust the size of the ekads is well
know that schools have to apply for a permissioomfr
Education Bureau to change the size of classesngiim the
school, the government or the Education Bureauldhtave a
more openness program for the school to adjussitte of a
class. To reduce the tension of school places nthNRistrict or
to reduce the discrimination generated under coitigrgtmore
communication between schools
government is believed to be needed.
And to solve the issue of shortage of school placégorth
District, as suggested by Bauhinia Foundation mese@enter
in a research on “education cooperation betweengHtmng
and Shenzhen”, building a Hong Kong education stgteol in
mainland, especially Shenzhen, may help to loneddémger of
cross border student (M) during commute time arghte their
commute time to school [15]. At the same time, ding a Hong
Kong style school in mainland can help to easeheppressure
of competition among those seeking admission t@alshin
North District. However, building a Hong Kong styehool in
mainland may face several difficulties. First, thiferences in
Education Act between Hong Kong and mainland méegcaf
policy coordination and operation. Second, teaclizense is
different between Hong Kong and mainland. Therefesdra
training is needed for mainland Chinese licensehess to
teach a Hong Kong style education program. Thirényn
mainland Chinese couples believe sending their Héogg
born children back to Hong Kong for education ismé&uralize

them as a Hong Kong man (Hong Kong people). However

commuting the Hong Kong style school in mainlandldanot
reach this aim [15].

in North District and
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For the self identity issue, most of the cross borgstudent practice a more elastic system in managing the cfizdasses
(M) could not stay in school after classes as tlemd more time and provide more support to cross border studeht (M

to travel back home. To let cross border studentyierstand

more about Hong Kong society, parents and schoats c
cooperate with each other and to promote activeiakocyy]

participation during school holidays. For exampighools can
promote more academic exchange between school®ith N
District and other Districts in Hong Kong. As sieléntity is the
unique numerical identity of persons through tiv#hen cross
border student (M) have more opportunity to comrmoata and
to contact with local Hong Kong residents and sycithey
could build up a stronger sense of belongs. Inota&eepen
cross border student (M)'s sense of belongs towatdsg
Kong, the government should have a better researtihe topic
for future measures and policies. It is true tfiaross border
student (M) continue not to reside in Hong Kondhe future,
the sense of belonging towards Hong Kong may béearethan
those who have resided in Hong Kong.

V.CONCLUSION

The increase of mainland Chinese couples’ crossdvdnirth
generates a new issue on cross border students Gooder
students (M) are students who are born in Hong Kbwyg
mainland Chinese couples. Since their parents tdbae right
to reside in Hong Kong, these students have tesdrasborder
to commute to school. Usually parents are encodrégenroll
their children to the nearest school for converéesed safety.
However, most of the mainland Chinese couples belibe
education system in Hong Kong is much better thamkand
China, so even the commute distance is a bit |tmey still
enroll their Hong Kong born children back to thén@als in
Hong Kong. Following the decrease of fertility, pachools in
North District have to close or shift the operatgygtem from
big classes to small classes. However the suddwease of
cross border student (M) turns the excessive supple
undersupply. Many local Hong Kong resident paremt®
reside in the North District start to worry the opanity of their
children in entering schools. Therefore, the issumoss border
student (M) becomes a hot topic in the societyh@uigh cross
border student (M) have to commute a long distémre home,
many schools have provide special extracurricutéivities for
them to join. By joining extracurricular activitiesross border
student (M) could understand more about the Hongigko
culture and by having more opportunities to comroata with
other Hong Kong students or people, it helps themeturalize
in the Hong Kong society. Furthermore, many schpotwide
extra language learning services for cross bordelesit (M) to
improve English and Cantonese skills. Althoughijugrschools
activities could help to build up a sense of belngg, many
cross border student (M) still face the issue tfidentification
as they are not going to reside in Hong Kong inrthar future.
Therefore, cross border student (M) usually find reno
difficulties to build their sense of belongings.rRae future
challenges of this issue, schools in the Northri2isand the

[2]

(3]

(4]

(5]

(6]

(7]

(8]

(9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

government should have more communication and dhoul

REFERENCES

Immigration Department, “Public Services: Guidebdok Entry for
Study in Hong Kong”, The Government of the Hong Ho8pecial
Administrative ~ Region, 2008, viewed 4 March 2011,
<http://www.immd.gov.hk/ehtml/id996.htm>.W.-K.  Chen Linear
Networks and Systems (Book style) Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1993,
pp. 123-135.

Department of Justice, “The Director of ImmigratienrMaster Chong
Fung Yuen” Basic law Bulletin, 2(April), The Government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region, 2001.

Ministry of Public Security, “Guidebook for Mainldrtravel permit for
Hong Kong and Macau Residents’, The Central Pegpi@@vernment of
the People’s Republic of China, 2005, viewed 4 Maf011, <
http://www.gov.cn/banshi/2005-06/22/content_856dht

Immigration Department, “Public Services: Arrangaméor Entry to
Hong Kong from Mainland China”, The Governmentué Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region, 2008, viewed 4 MaP€i 1.

Census and Statistics Department, “Hong Kong RasstdE&xperience of
and Aspiration for Taking Up Residence in the Maimd China”,
Thematic Household Survey Report No.38, The Government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region, 2009.

Student Financial Assistance Agency, “Pre-primadyid&tion Voucher
Scheme”, The Government of the Hong Kong Speciahifistrative
Region, 2012, viewed 4 March 2011, <
http://www.sfaa.gov.hk/eng/schemes/pevs.htm>.

J. H. Xiong, “Shenzhen 5 Gui Ding Xian Zhi Gang Bh&u Du”,
Wenweipo, 18 November 2005, viewed: 4 March 2011,
http://paper.wenweipo.com/2005/11/18/HK0511180088.h
Information Services Department, “LCQ14: MTR fa@ncessions for
cross-boundary students”, The Government of thegHéong Special
Administrative Region, 11 May 2011, viewed 4 Mar@11, <
http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201105/11/P205100106.htm>
Census and Statistics Department, “Babies Born amgiKong to
Mainland Women”Hong Kong Monthly Digest of Satistics, September,
The Government of the Hong Kong Special AdminisieRegion, 2011.
Hong Kong Connection 30 May 2011, Radio Televisitong Kong,
viewed 30 May 2011, <
http://programme.rthk.hk/rthk/tv/player_popup.phia2858&eid=1414
60&d=2011-05-30&player=media&type=archive&channetst

TVB News, “Tuesday Report”, 28 February 2012, Tieien Broadcasts
Limited, viewed: 28 February 2012, <
http://mytv.tvb.com/news/tuesdayreport/127816>W. D. Doyle,
“Magnetization reversal in films with biaxial antsopy,” in 1987 Proc.
INTERMAG Conf., pp. 2.2-1-2.2-6.

Legislative Council, “CB(2)3088/03-04(2)documenthe Government
of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, 9 JAR04, viewed 15
February 2012, <
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr03-04/chinese/panels/eghrs/ed0719cb2-
3088-2c.pdf>

Ming Pao, “06/07 Tips on choosing primary schonl86/07", Ming Pao,
2005, viewed 14 February 2012, <
http://life.mingpao.com/htm/primary2006/cfm/contefin?Path=cfm/m
ain.cfm>

Y. Tsai, S.S. Wu & M.Y. Wang, “2 Cheng Shuang Fend Ni Yong
Gang Xiao Xue Tian Ya, Jiao Yu Jie 4 Zhao Jie KuBhli Kong Xian
Qing Nian Wen Ti", Hong Kong Economic Times, 5 Ma2012.
Bauhinia Foundation Research Center, “Hong Kongadhen Education
Cooperation” (English and Chinese versioBpuhinia Perspectives
Inaugural Issue, Bauhinia Foundation Research Center, 2009.

530



