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Fig. 2 Two dimensional sketch of the situation studied in [17] 

A. Differential Equation of Capillary Rise in Presence of 
Evaporation  

To look at the problem in more detail the momentum 
balance of a volatile liquid inside a porous medium shall be 
presented: In presence of evaporation, [17] gives the 
differential equation of capillary progression as: 

 
	 	 	 	

	       (1) 

 
where	"μ" is the dynamic viscosity of the liquid, "ρ" the liquid 
density, "g" the gravity, "γ"	the surface tension of the wetting 
liquid and "θ" the static contact angle formed between solid 
and liquid, "W" the fabric width, "T" the thickness, "H" the 
height which is much greater than the width (H>> L) and 
j 	the evaporation flow. "y" is the position of the capillary rise 
front in the porous fabric.  

Equation (1) can be transformed as:  
 

	 	        (2) 

 
where 

	           (3) 

 

	
		
	 	          (4) 

 
and 

	 		 	 	          (5) 

B. Maximum Reachable Height 

As pointed out in many researches [1], [17], different cases 
are distinguished from this previous equation as regards the 
final height of the liquid within the wick.  

Solving  
 

0           (6) 
 
We have many cases: 

- No evaporation occurs (c=0): in this case, the competition 
between gravity and capillary forces governs the 
maximum reachable height given by Jurin’s Law [22], 
[23]: 

 

	 	           (7) 

 
- Negligible gravity effects (b=0): in this case, the 

competition between capillary effects and evaporation 
sets the maximum reachable height which is given by: 

 

                   (8) 

 

- Both gravity and evaporation must be considered which 
leads to: 
 

        (9) 

 
- Finally, no gravity and no evaporation are affecting the 

capillary rise, only the viscosity restrict the maximum 
reachable height as is also predicted by the Lucas-
Washburn equation [13], [14], [23]- [26]. 

To relate the liquid mass absorbed to the observed wicking 
height the following linear relation is assumed to be hold [17], 
[27]: 

 
∗ ∗ ∗ ∗ 	        (10) 

 
The Lucas-Washburn modified equation gives the mass 

gain	 m ) versus time instead the height [17], [25], [28]: 
 

	 	
	

       (11) 

 
In this paper, wicking with evaporation at the knitted fabric 

lateral surfaces is studied using the analytical model, presented 
previously, as a function of knitted fabric properties and the 
evaporation rate. 

II. EXPERIMENTAL MATERIAL AND METHODS 

A. Knits Properties 

All knitted fabrics are produced on a STOLL CMS 320 TC 
automatic straight knitting machine which has a double fall 
electronic jacquard selection on both needle beds and E gauge 
equal to 7 at different tightness factor. Table I presents the 
characteristics of knitted sample tested: The construction 
parameters (the knit structure), the composition and the yarn 
properties (kind of spinning and fineness) are varied. 

The dimension of the dry sample used in experiments was 
25 cm x 30 cm. We used one kind of liquid: distilled water.  
- Fabrics relaxation: Full relaxation of the samples was 

carried out by wet relaxing and conditioning for 24 hours 
in standard atmospheric condition ((202) °C and (654) 
% humidity) as per Standard procedure – ISO 139:2005. 

 
 

          Ymax 

     T 
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It’s shown that porous fabric, having thickness equal to 
2*10-3 m or more, would be fully saturated for capillary radius 
lower than about 45 µm. 

 

 

Fig. 7 Evolution of final maximum impregnation height as a function 
of capillary radius 

 

 

Fig. 8 Effect of thickness on wicking in presence of evaporation 

D. Effect of Porosity on Evaporation Impact  

As can be seen from Fig. 9, the influence of evaporation on 
capillary rise becomes more important when the porosity of 
the fabric decrease, in this case the equilibrium reached height 
reduce. Notice that in the right hand side of (2) the term “c” 
containing the evaporation flux (5) varies as “ε-1”.  

 

 

Fig. 9 Effect of porosity on wicking in presence of evaporation 

IV. CONCLUSION 

In this study, the water sorption onto knitted fabrics was 
gravimetrically investigated at different conditions (saturated 
and unsaturated atmosphere) in order to study the role of 
evaporation for capillary rise. Moreover, from the 
experimental measurements, characteristic pore parameters 
"R " and "K" can be determined.  

This experimental procedure and an analytical model, 
which is proposed to study the water sorption onto knitted 
fabrics, demonstrated that gravity and evaporation phenomena 
have a strong influence on wicking behavior, especially, the 
maximum reachable height. Finally, it is noted that the fabric 
properties, porosity and thickness, have an important impact 
on the evaporation effect on the capillary rise. In fact, the 
influence of evaporation becomes negligible for a sufficiently 
thick and porous fabric. 
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