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A. Discourse Theory and Democracy 

Discursive formations are defined as much by what 
lies outside them as what lies within… It is an 
archaeological knowledge that is unearthed through 
historical archives of different societies to bring to light 
the discursive formations and events that have created the 
field of knowledge and games of truth by which that society 
has governed itself

Democracy has passed into everyday wisdom, not just 
in the United States, but also in a great many other 
countries around the globe. It constitutes a kind of folk 
theory of democracy, a set of accessible, appealing ideas 
assuring people that they live under an ethically proper 
form of government that has their interests at heart

forms of language 
working through various institutional settings to lay down the 
grounds upon which we make sense of it

a system of ordered 
procedures for the production, regulation, distribution, 
circulation, and operation of statements The
human subject fits into certain games of truth, where they were 
truth games that take the form of a science or refer to a 
scientific model…and how, in scientific discourses, the human 
subject defines itself as a speaking, living, working individual

helps us produce our subjectivity, discursively 
positioning us to see the truth about ourselves, our desires, our 
experiences and ourselves
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B. Linking Idealism with Democracy  

While accepting the idealist approach, we all are bound 
by a universal morality. Idealists believe that the spread 
of the principles of neoliberal peace in foreign policy 
empower the world public opinion and make it a more 
powerful force that no government can resist

C.Linking Realism with Democracy  

A. Idealists’ Views on Democratic Tenets  

central importance
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instrumental role

constructive role

B. Discourse Theorists’ Views on Conflicting and Contesting 
Values of Democracy 

neopatrimonial inhibits the transformative power of elections 
by preventing the emergence of resolute democratic ideals, 
reform-minded elites and pro-democratic institutions

Instead of advancing democratic 
principles, the outcome had reinforced the notion that 
democracy was an indulgence of those in power
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C.Realists’ Critiques of Democracy  
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Structural sense oppression refers to the vast and deep 
injustice some groups suffer as a consequence of often 
unconscious assumptions and reactions of well-meaning 
people in ordinary interactions, media and cultural 
stereotypes, and structural features of bureaucratic 
hierarchies and market mechanisms

Oppressing discourse is 
established and circulated between the oppressed and 
oppressors once conflicting interests are involved

Hostile Takeover: The 
Corporate Empire of Cambodia’s Ruling Family , Country 
for Sale Cambodia’s Family Tree 

loot rents rather than invest in the public good 
of economic growth
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