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Abstract
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“A straightforward paradigm of modernity as a techno-
scientifically rational pursuit of planned progress that 
could be measured in quantifiable social and economic 
terms.”

Nehru believed that architecture was important in 
building a cultural vision of a new democratic and 
egalitarian society [1].   

“I find what I call a world-class aesthetic-an idealized 
vision of a privatized, green and slum-free city assembled 
from transnationally circulating images of global cities” 

planned 
dispossessions”

“aestheticization”
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“viewer and the viewed”
“aesthetics rather than politics”.

“in the broad sense of techniques and procedures for 
directing human behavior. Governmentality’s primary 
point of intervention is individual desire, the ‘one and only 
one mainspring of action’ Individual desire adds up to and 
produces ‘the general interest of the population,’ which 
government seeks to act upon and guide at a distance in 
order to reach ‘suitable ends’ without recourse to direct 
intervention.” [6]. 

“The bourgeois environmentalism had emerged as an 
organized force in Delhi, and upper-class concerns 
around aesthetics, leisure, safety and health had come 
significantly to shape the disposition of urban spaces.”

“garden city”
“city of 

babus”. 

Planned-ness

A. Delhi Masterplan and the Logic of the Planned-Ness 
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“legal geography”

“spatial mode of governance”

B. Delhi Development Authority and Its Failures 

“A study done by Centre for Policy Research stated that 
DDA had constructed fewer than 50,000 of its projected 
75,000 flats between 1969 and 1981, and the prices for 
these flats continued to rise, becoming too expensive for 
the lower and middle classes.” [10]. 

 “Between 1960-61 and 1970-71 the high income group 
(HIG) was given as much as 49.8 percent of the total plots 
of land through auction. Those whose land was acquired 
(alternative allottees) were given 14 percent and the 
middle income group (MIG) and low income group (LIG) 
were allotted only 24.7 percent and 11.5 percent of the 
total plots, respectively. The proportion of land given to 
the LIG actually declined from 55 percent in 1961-62 to 
3.2 percent and 1.9 percent in 1969-70 and 1970-71, 

respectively” [10]. 

Delhi Economic Survery 2008-09. 
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“devalorisation of disadvantaged economic actors”

“The major contradiction of space arises from the 
pulverization of space by private property, the demand for 
interchangeable fragments…” 

“…is a show window to the world of our 
culture, heritage, traditions and way of life. It cannot be 
allowed to degenerate and decay.”

The Times of India, 

“‘Misrecognition’ of the poor and the disavowal of their 
rights 
a changing discourse on the ideas of government rooted in 
the slow demise of the nationalist development state and 
the rise of neo-liberal ideologies of self-government and 
market participation. 
an increasing ‘aestheticization’ of poverty and city spaces 
that alters how the poor are represented and visualised in 
the city.” [16]. 
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“The Delhi government had approached the 
governments of the north-eastern states of Assam and 
Mizoram to purchase bamboo screens to hide slums and 
other unsavoury sights, including rundown colonies, from 
the eyes of visitors” [17]. 

“unintended”
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