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Abstract—The modern world is experiencing fundamental and For example, in Uzbekistan, which is according t® i

dynamic changes. The transformation of internatioglations; the end
of confrontation and successive overcoming of theld CWar

consequences have expanded possible internatioope@tion. The
global nuclear conflict threat has been minimizetile a tendency to
establish a unipolar world structure with the Ue8onomic and power
domination is growing. The current world system iofernational

relations, apparently is secular. However, thigils beliefs of one or
another nations play a certain (sometimes a kelg, fwth in the
domestic affairs of the individual countries andhe development of

bilateral ties. Political situation in Central Adias been characterized _

by new factors such as international terrorismgieas extremism and
radicalism; narcotrafficking and illicit arms tradé a global character
immediately threaten to peace and political stighiih Central Asia.
The role and influence of Islamic fundamentalisminsreasing;
political ethnocentrism and the associated aggmvaif inter-ethnic
relations, the ambiguity of national interests afjectives of major
geo-political groups in the Central Asian regiogaieling the division

the political influence, emerg@&his article approaches the following

issues: the role of Islam in Central Asia; destaipigy factors in
Central Asia; Islamic movements in Central Asia,st¥en Europe
and the United States; the United States, Westeroge and Central
Asia: religion, politics, ideology, and the US-CemtAsia anti-
terrorism and religious extremism cooperation.

Key words—USA, Central Asia, religious conflict, terrorism,

regional security.

. INTRODUCTION

President Islam Karimov, is a secular state, o\ &f its
population are Muslims. However,
traditions and norms do not dominate in this countThe
state adheres the Constitution and the mentalityit®f
nation in political, social and other areas. In gwthern
areas of this region has increased the number sérobrs
of the religious domestic mass cultic ceremonieshsas
funerals, weddings, and etc., which account betw&kB8%
64% of respondents according to the certain soisoand
local experts. There is a trend to perform thégrelis

orders and in-depth study of the Quran by somdeflocal
population. The next 3-4 years, according to thedelars
and experts, the area of the Muslim religion infloe will

expand and would have the greatest impact on

upbringing and education of young people in patticand
on society as a whole. The growth of religiosity the
Central Asian region has a number of reasons, abdye
all, would be the unbar of the religious freedonecérding
to the scholars and experts, it accounts for 60%-7Bor
historical reasons, the Muslim states normally mefe to as

Islamic canons,

the

the Member States of the Organization of the Istami

Conference, have not been involved in the develaoptroé
the outlines of the current system of internatioredations
established after the World War Il. According tonmerous

UMEROUS facts evidence the increasing religiosity oscholars including the Western ones, the later pseful
the population and the intensification of religiousactions of the colonial authorities, as well as itn@act of

movements in various countries in the last decadéhe

20th century. The number of international religiousrucial displacing Islam from politics.

institutions and foundations; religious movemerjarties
and sects operating worldwide is increasing as.vw&dime
ethnic and inter-state conflicts are obviously ofetigious
origin. All of this make a number of analysts tonctude
that the religious factor is becoming an importpatt of
international life, including the formation and adies of
terrorist organizations. Most of all is said andtten about
Islam, the second, after Christianity, world redigs

Western political culture in the Muslim world, habeen
As noted .

J.Vatikiotis, one of the most authoritative schelaf Islam,
"...over the last 150 years, Islam as religion éad, was
ruthlessly and consistently expelled at a minimalerin

state affairs, economics and international relatidi]

Although, between the World War | and the World Wiar
as well as in the postwar period there have bestantes
when the Muslim religion played a certain role intia
colonial movements and regional conflicts, the \West

professed according to various estimates by 1.5 blgcience has considered Islam, until the late 7Gs,aa
individuals in 127 countries. In modern Central a@si diminishing factor in the formulation and implemation
states, the interest to Islam is due to many factboth of domestic and foreign policies of Muslim states.

internal and external. Islam is the religion of stantial For example, W. Montgomery Watt, the author of
part of the Central Asia population and the domtnan “Islamic Philosophy and Theology," published in 296
several CIS countries such as Uzbekistan, TajikistaUK. stated the diminishing role of Islam in Muslim
Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan, and KazakhstaCommunity, and doubted Islam would have a persuifio”

The number of Islam votarists, especially in theular NasS @ magnetism, supported by masses and some loca

nations of the Central Asian Region (CAR), has graw poI|t|c_aI el!te to such an extent, to move_forwamie
recent years. Islamic revival "[2.] Foreign analysts have undémaated the

role of Islam in world affairs for a long period tihe. Thus, at
one of the conferences on Islam and Internatiorelhti®ns
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well, was said about the "very limited impact diis on the
preferences and behavior of Muslim states in tiermational
sphere.” One of the speakers, the Palestiniandralk&ayegh,
concluded: "Islam does not have any noticeable atnoe

motivation, planning, decision making, as well las language
of politicians of both neutral and non-neutral Momsstates."

Afghanistan has been increasingly of a distinctnéth
form. Behind the confrontation of Persian Afghans,
including Pashtuns and the Shia, stood the intarest
of Iran and Saudi Arabia [3]. The U.S. and Pakistare
already developed their own "solution" of the afiion in
Afghanistan. It would be the Peshawar-based a#iariAfghan

As time has shown, both the West and the East heTransitional Government, a tentative political @lggive to

underestimated the Islam influence on the masséduisiim
countries and the potential of this religion to iifiné and
integrate. In the early 80-s the attitude of jolistsy politicians
and scholars to Islam has been changed drastidalliyas
become customary to say the Muslim religion is ugoieg a
rapid revival, it has evolved into an independagiitipal force,
in most of the Muslim countries and plays an insirgly
prominent, and, mostly destructive role in the rin&tional
arena. Strengthening the political role of Islanisléimic
resurgence," as it is called in the Muslim world)numerous
Muslim countries, began in the mid 60s., due, asvehin many
studies, including Soviet (and later Russian) netess, a
number of local, regional and global factors, jgaitirly the
following:

i. obvious evidence of the crisis both the Western Sodet
models of development focused on the politicaleelit
most Muslim countries. "This crisis manifested litse the
revolutionary events of the late 60s in WesternoRar
"Prague Spring" in 1968 and the later deploymerofiet
troops in Czechoslovakia; as well as the failuradoelerate
modernization of the society according to the \&stor
Soviet models in most of the Muslim countries”;

i. Arab defeat in the war with Israel in June 1967,ictvh
undermined the influence of nationalist (secula@oiogies,
including Nasserizm and Ba'athism, whereas somelgimm of
Muslim countries began to address Islam searcliiegeaswers
to acute issues;

.failure of the interstate unification projects labed by the
Muslim world such as Arab unity; the integrationNséghreb;
and etc. compared to the growing integration iviast;

iv. significant financial power and certain politicaiflience of
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Libya and some other Muslitates
which adhere to Islamic solidarity and activelyisistslamist
movements in various countries.

It should be noted, the revolution victory undelasic
slogans in Iran and the establishment of a regissdéd by
the Muslim clergy; building of an Islamic state;etmew
Iranian's
proclamation of the "Islamic world order" all shi
enormously impressed the masses in other Muslinmtdes,
reviving the interest to Islam, specifically amorygung
people. The activities of “fundamentalists” or @grists”
movements sharply increased both in the Muslim dvard
even beyond. The most striking examples of suchemants
would be the organization of Hezbollah in Lebandne
Islamic Salvation Front in Algeria; Al-Gama'a aldsiyya in
Egypt; and others, commonly referred to as "palltislam”,
and their members often referred to as "Islamists."”

Il. DESTABILIZING FACTORSIN CENTRALASIA
Since the early 1990s, [political] struggle

Kabul. The Pakistani Inter-Services IntelligenceI)I has
immediately supervised all military actions and il
operations. In February, the ISI has conveneth@a from
meticulously selected delegates, dominated by septatives of
the Peshawar Seven. In terms of ethnicity, theyessmted the
Pashtun tribal groupGilzay. An attempt to introduce the
Durrani's representatives close to the monarchy Kol
regime, to the Transitional Government, has been
prevented. Given the financial support of Saudibdathe
prime minister post was offered a representativéhefsmall
Wahhabi sect. However, the Transitional Governniet no
leverage over the warlords, and soon lost any bilégli

Reluctance and fear of the Mujahideen victory,
uncontrolled by Islamabad, was a major politicaktake of
Pakistani strategists. Their military victory woutdmediately
put on the agenda the establishment of a so-called
"Pashtunistan." Under these circumstances, thepl&ed
a stake on incitement of Gilzay Pushtun againstr&ir
the Peshawar politicians against the Mujahideem; e
Hezb-e Islami party against all the others. Thiatsgy
was supported by Saudi Arabia and the Muslim Brotbed,
who considered the Hekmatyar as the barrier agéiastan
influence in Afghanistan. Washington went on a Hea$ the
Pakistani ISI, slashed any aid for the Mujahideem pressured
the private institutions and the UN to ensuretadl aid provided
for Peshawar. The new forces threatening both &st &nd the
West have grown during the long Afghan tragedysfige the
ethnic and tribal differences, narcotic plants were
cultivated in the area of Pashtun tribes residerme,
both sides of the Durand Line. The so-called "tévaa" has
developed into "an Islamic drug cartel." The dragsgrown and
exported by the Columbian scheme: the network efaet lots
used as the manufacturing base; private tradersagedn
marketing, collection and delivery; while revenuaswshared
with local and state authorities. The drug carteisisted of the
two groups including the Mujahideen and the privateners.
The Mujahideen controlled the Eastern and Soutbars of this
area.

Eventually, the private dealers clearly dominateddiug

regime confrontation with the U.S. ande thbusiness and dictated their will both to Mujahideem local

authorities. By the early 1990s, the situatiothi "Islamic drug
area" has seriously affected not only Afghanistad Bakistan,
but Iran and the Soviet Union. The Afghan permanear
affected the situation in Central Asia which is aguized
by all researchers in this region. Thus, A. Adhol
acknowledges that the Afghan war has not only umohed the
Soviet Union power and contributed to its collap¥e but also
immediately and dramatically affected the develapnaf the
post-Soviet states in Central Asia. The impadhefAfghan war
was diverse including direct military threat; refeg issues;
influence the events in Tajikistan; drugs and weageafficking;
direct destabilization in the region; and generatsgning of the

ingeopolitical background for the Central Asianesat
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Another scholar, M. Goodman, believes the Afghan aval
related civil war in Tajikistan, have spurred Kazsthn,
Kyrgyzstan, and especially Turkmenistan into moiese
cooperation with Russia in the defense sector; Meriistan
fully conveyed Moscow control over its border anched forces
to Moscow; only Uzbekistan has created the efftcamy. [5].
V. Spalnikov used to be the most pessimistic atfmitimpact of
the Afghan conflict in the CAR countries [6]. Helibees
Afghan events, sooner or later, would destabilmesituation in
Central Asia; the war may pass the former Soviébtuborders
and move to the territory of the region. Islamiodamentalism
is not a myth, but a very real radicalization thréar the
Central Asian community. All the CAR leaders divithés and
toughen measures against Islamic radicals in dweintries and
support the Taliban opponents. The Tajik crisisetigyed into a
bloody civil war and merged with the Afghan crigispved that
fears of militant Islamic fundamentalism were novundless.
Since 1992, the politicians of Central Asia hadatd with
caution to the security threat from that regioncéxding to R.
Dannruether, who studied this issue more carethiyn other
scholars, the Afghan-Tajik crisis has identified thost interested
party - Uzbekistan. Now it is perfectly clear tharknov's
regime has played a crucial role in the initiatiand the
suppression of the Islamic revolution in Tajikista In
addition, he vigorously supported the pro-Uzbelcés in
northern Afghanistan, led by the famous GeneralhRhs
Dostum. All this suggests that not only the Cénfsian
Republics, but also Russia, and possibly the Wesdsbehind
the Afghan-Tajik crisis.

R. Dannruether believes that if any “Great Gameplasyed
somewhere, this is in Afghanistan only. In additian these
political players, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Pakistanld be added
to this list. Their aspirations to support the rfsila movement
experiences a new ideological factor such as indizye
Uzbekistan and its nationalism based on ethniclagésm [7].
Since the April revolution in 1978 and up until n@ghanistan
used to be a major source of instability on thea&ian continent.
Until the end of 2001, the situation in Afghanistavas
characterized as a deadlock. Considering real lplitgss of the
opposing parties such the Taliban and NortherraAdie, as well
as the forces behind them, neither party could Kineaugh.
Meanwhile, the consequences of the continuousigablinilitary
conflict in Afghanistan became more visible, botithim the
country and far beyond. Afghanistan has become dafrihe
world's major producers and suppliers of drugsatidunching
pad" for the terrorism export, political and retigs extremism.
Instability in Afghanistan had a very destructivesequences,
above all military, social and humanitarian, foe theighboring
states including the Central Asian countries. Peenawar in
Afghanistan affects the situation in Central Asiadifferent
ways including export of radical ideology and teism and
support to extremist organizations in a number eht@l
Asian countries; the refugee issue; the growthnedriethnic
and inter-state tensions; drugs and weapons tkaftic the
potential military threat; and etc.

The recent events in Southern Kyrgyzstan
Uzbekistan, have once again proved real threatshéo
stability of the secular regimes in Central Asiaugbcome
from religious extremists. These factions
modernization results achieved by the Central Asiantries,

and are opposed to the existing principles of argdion of the
Central Asian states and societies, and, consdguagainst the
current political elite. [8] The Taliban movemergdame the
most interested ally of the extremists-radical agifdan in the
CAR in the mid-90s. The Taliban advocated a retorihe
original Muslim values and, in fact, denied thehtigf the
Central Asia traditional secular elites to the fiegacy of its
governance, primarily in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.

No less dangerous threat to keep in tension the
leadership of the Central Asia countries, would e
possible uncontrolled refugee flow out of Afghanist
provoked by the continued military actions, whicbuld
destabilize the whole region. A potential dangemadlirect
military threat from the Taliban should not be disoted as
well. The Taliban, considering the forces of thiéeal had a
serious and experienced military force to handleessary
military actions.

Thus, with no stability in Afghanistan, it would bapossible
in principle to effectively provide security in Qeasl Asia.
Obviously, all the Central Asia countries had puoid interest to
normalize the situation in Afghanistan and esthblithe
sustainable peace, when Afghanistan would no lopger source
of drug trafficking, international terrorism and lig®us
extremism.

Il ISLAMIST MOVEMENTSIN CENTRALASIA, WESTERN

EUROPEAND THEU.S.

In the late 80s there were no longer Muslim coestri
where certain appearances of political radicahtsieould not
have been observed. There is a number of Islamist
movements: from very moderate, although criticakt#te
power, but ready to meet half-way with it, and pegtto
the government, to the extreme underground onesgusi
the methods of terror. A number of Islamist orgaticns has
a rather complicated organizational structure: theame
organization may have units operating peacefully kgally,
as well as conspiratorial terrorist structures.r &ample, the
Egyptian radical terrorist groups such as Al-Gam&lalamiya
and Al-Gihad are the basic structural units of fremary
organization of Islamic Egypt - the so-called Asation of
Muslim Brothers. Therefore, the Islamist movemenén
easily switch from legal to illegal, from peacetol armed
methods of struggle. The Islamic radicals are oftenlose
contact with the local criminal groups, internagbrriminal
business such as illicit arms and drugs traffickiiltggal
migration, and etc. With all the diversity of metis and
programs used by the Islamist movements, politacdivity
and strong organization would be their main digtiec
feature. The Islamic concept of the world orddrased on the
divisibility of the world’'s population into two gups: the
Muslim community — Umma and all the other peopar al-
Islam (House of Islam) would be the countries governgd b
the Islam rule. Protection of the Islam world i teacred
duty of every Muslim.Dar al-Harb (House of War) would be
the states declared war on Muslims, as well asestat

arthreatening the Islam worldar al-Sulh (House of Treaty)

refer to the states where power is held by nonilegst
reconstructed rulers. Hereby Quran also recognites

rejecte thdivisibility of the Muslim world. As a prerequisitf peaceful

relations between the Muslim and non-Muslim wondsuld
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be the recognition of monotheism by the latter.general,
Islam obviously recognizes the existence of theridtional
community. But the attitude of Islam to this comrtyns
active, since the planting of Islam is a religialgy and the
responsibility of an Islamic state. Everyone in tslam world
including a Muslim or a state, should seek to extdris zone
of influence. Armed violence went down in historf the
Islam dissemination. Abul Ala Maududi,one of
ideologists of radical Islam, in his early worksshergued that
the goals of Islam and nationalism are diametrcafiposed,
since the ultimate goal of Islam would be the dithment of
the world state with no distinction between racegions and
classes, and therefore Islam can not accept ndisonavhich
seeks to establish a nation state. According tadddi, the
whole concept of nationalism is irrational sincestdeys the
human beings relationship. Islam, by contrast, icens the
entire planet as the seat of humanity, thus ddsigogll the
artificial borders between people. For that reasdaududi
has called for the Muslims of India not to partiatp
in the national

of the World Organization of Muslim brothers, hasdsin
one of his interviews that the purpose of the argation
is "to establish the World Islamic state in the nehirty
years" [9]. Islamists criticize the official Islaleaders including
Mufti, Ulama, Sheikhs of various tarikats sinceytteall for a
submission to authority that is mired in corrupiéon ignorance of
the people's interests. Not all of the anti-Westéslamist

theorganizations maintain such an attitude, at leagtactice. There is

a number who have contacts with the Western ipalie agencies
among them, while some of them even get assistamehe West.
In fact, in 40-50s, the British and the Americargl ltontacts
with the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt; the Americans
maintained relations with the Islamists includingeay radical
one such as the Algerian Islamic Salvation Frotiictv causes
a resentment in France; and provided some assstanthe
Talibban movement in Afghanistan, seeking to dirdoeir
destructive energy in the right direction. Howeverpst of
extremist Islamic organizations are characterizgdnégative
attitude to the West and pro-Western regimes in likhus

liberation struggle waged by thicountries. For example, the National Islamic Fafrfudan; the

Indian National Congress and Muslim nationalist Hezbollah; the Warriors of Allah in Lebanon; theyptian Al-

against the Britain, since as a result, the Chaisti

Gama'a al-Islamiya; and others declare the eliginadf the

domination of the Indian Muslims would be replace(pro-Western regimes in Saudi Arabia, Egypt and rokfigldle

by the domination of Hindu majority. However, afthe
creation of Pakistan, Maududi and his party begaarpaign
to establish an Islamic state. In the 60s, Maudthadi appealed

Eastern countries. They are convinced that ordyrisivould fill
the post-collapse vacuum of the Arab nationalisspired by the
West and other ideologies introduced from outsithe Islamists

for the establishment of the Muslim countries blockare characterized by a negative attitude to thstiexi world

Recognizing the territorial integrity of every Mumsl country,
he advocated the spiritual unity of all Muslim cties to
resolve common internal and external issues.

According to Shia Islamists, the West is "the wodd
unbelief". Currently, a number of countries tréatially
considered as Islamic, including Russia, represtr
"world of war" and governed by the infidels. Algerand
Egypt would be a classical case of the kind whin lis the
"world of Islam." Since the most radical Westerrclgs have
identified Islam as the main enemy, as a conse@ehés
would doom the Muslims to the civilizational, getipcal and
spiritual destruction, every Muslim must acknowledgmself
as a politician anxious about the fate of his ¢ourThe
current actual way for the Islamic political moverhevould be
the opposition. The Islamic opposition should redat the
"third force" in the truest sense of its definitiaas it was first
announced by Imam Khomeini who has said after skeaiic
Revolution in Iran: "We are neither East nor Westius, the
Islamists, in contrast to the other faith, appearbe the
political opposition to the regime of the most Muosl
countries, as well as to "official Islam", whickethconsider as
a weapon of the ruling elites. In other words,rtskm is more
a political than a religious movement, since ifgresentatives
do not advocate the ideas of reforming the religisra system
of dogmas and rituals. They demanded to changerahe
and place of religion in a society, rejecting theminant
ideology and political practices of the regime, lgehthe
state structure is not complying to the Islam narifisese
movements focused on major transformation of théreen
socio-political and economic system in a societgttis to
change the social system, not just in a single Mustate, but
worldwide. Mustafa Mashhur, the leader of the BEipp
Muslim Brotherhood Organization, reportedly, is thead

order as discriminatory against the peoples andtcas of

the "third world", including the Muslim ones. Thedrnational
origin of the Islamist movements is seen in uniahiactivities in
their home country. They also operate on the deyritof

neighboring countries, as well as create the bemnéh other
countries including those outside the Muslim waitth as the
Western Europe, USA, Canada, and South Africa.

In general, they actively cooperate with the exabrn
Islamic groups. For example, the National Islamiorf of
Sudan maintains relations with the Algerian Islamic
Salvation Front and its military wing - the Islamic
Salvation Army, the Egyptian Al-Gama'a al-Islamiyyand
the Tunisian An-Nahda party. In return, the Algerlalamic
Salvation Front assists the Tunisian Islamists; ahd
American Islamists cooperate with the Islamistghaf South
African Republic. In general, Islamist movementsdan
organizations receive the support from abroad, uidiclg
that of the government agencies. Often, the vergrgence
of an Islamist movement was often inspired by atesta
concerned. For example, the Amal and Hamas ordamiza
Lebanon has emerged and developed with the supfifgytia and
Iran, respectively. The National Islamic Front efdan and the
Lebanese group Hezbollah have received assistarmmee f
Saudi Arabia in the early stages of developmeng filitants
of various Islamist movements are trained in Sudaam,
Pakistan and some other countries. For examplariregly,
Sudan provides its territory for about 20 traincemps for
Islamic militants from Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, th&non,
the Israeli-occupied Arab territories, Algeria, Tsia and
Uganda. There are a lot of Iranians, as well asAtfghan
Mujahideens, among the instructors at these camjpya
does not deny its support to the Islamist movemeénts
various countries. The problem is that an Islamist
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organization created by, for example, Saudi AraKiayait,
Libya, later tend to "go to the freewheeling" whitke
countries  created them can not control their vitotis
anymore. The Western countries, specifically thes.U.

considered the Islam revival
political stability in the Middle East. The Islamic
Revolution in Iran and its call for a global Islami

revolution; the Shia population unrest in the easte

province of Saudi Arabia, 1979; the seizure of theeat
Mosque in Mecca by the militant Islamists; the bognof
the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad; the attempts foe-talers,
as well as attacks on foreign embassies in Bahaaid
Kuwait in early 1980; the murder of Anwar Sadat819
the increasing radicalization of Shiites; and bomgfsi of
the U.S. and French barracks in Lebanon, Octol@83 -
all these activities raised the fear of a globalarsc
revolution and further strengthening of Islamopleoliat
has deep historical roots in the West. Immediatébr these
events, such a term as "Islamic threat" has beeatelwi
broadcasted in the Western media. Appeared as pageoda
clichés, it has migrated on to the pages of sdienpapers,

balanced system of the U.S. Domination in the Middbst is
under a question. The actions of the Islamist d@zgfions in the
Israeli-occupied Arab territories, as well as iraé¢$ and in the
South of Lebanon, have been used by certain fancksael to

as a factor threatgnirthreat the entire Middle East peacemaking process.

V. THE Us, WESTERNEUROPEAND CENTRALASIA:
RELIGION, POLITICS, IDEOLOGY

The issue of the Muslim factor in the West is delya
important, since the very existence of the Weshésunbearable
factor for the Muslim fanatics who stand behind islam. The
Western civilization is an alternative model, innpavays a world
order alien to Islam. In Central Asian countriesiarh is the
dominant and defining religion professed by theanitgj of the
population. The Islamic factor, directly or indilgc plays an
important role in the politics of these countriékerefore, it is
impossible to ignore the religious factor in thenttal Asian
countries. When the anti-terrorist operation in hfigistan was
launched, for obvious reasons, these countriegchagly on the
U.S. administration's opinion and act with cautoiashington.
At the same time, the illegal radical Islamist aigations, such as

which authors proposed various scenarios of passitHizbat-Tahrir al-Islami (Arabic - Islamic LiberatioParty), very

development of major international events initiatey the
Islamist movements, and even seriously discussedgboming
clash between the Christian and Islamic civilizagiocAccording
to the Western, specifically American, interpretafithe radical
Islamism (Islamic fundamentalism) is associatedhwihe
Islamic revolution in Iran and terrorism. On thealof war on
terror, the United States has intervened Libya986land, two
years earlier, Beirut, Lebanon. The Americans amsrsithe
Islamic fundamentalism as the conflict between Hast and
West after 1945. They believe, the threat of
fundamentalism serves the same role as the comtithrést.
The Western media instills the idea of "fundamésral
conflicts and Islam come alone and produce disodrfiér the
international security forces.” A number of West&uropean
countries have expressed their concern about asgilpe
transfer of Islamic fundamentalist activities orithterritory.
For example, Italy and France fear the massiveatiar from
the North Africa, where population growth is muchgher
compared to Western Europe, and a large percembtgee
unemployed, specifically under 25, would make théme
centers of the Islamic fundamentalists' activitiéscording to
some forecasts, in the late 90s about 25min. ofiMesused to
reside in the Western Europe as legal migrantopeifig the
jobs the local population would not want to do.amumber
oscountries, the Muslims have taken the placeeféws as the
second largest religious community; and they outmemthe
Protestants in France and Catholics in Berlin. Hewell these
fears of the North America and Western Europe argroundless.
It is evidenced by the bombings in Paris and Newk;Ybe terrorist
attacks in Germany; and other activities of Islamisvements and
organizations that can dramatically affect not oifilg political
situation in their home country, but also desttietsituation in the
neighboring countries, as well as in the entirgoregThe military
successes of the Taliban in Afghanistan echoedjikistan and
other Central Asian states. The outcome of theguted struggle
between the government and the Islamists in Algeas have an
impact in Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, Turkayd can also
affect gas and oil supply to Europe. The whole esjpe and

actively propagandize in the former Soviet repsblmrticularly in
Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan. It may not safely be sahether such
groups as Hizbat-Tahrir maintain direct contactsthwthe

international terrorist organizations, such as Ak@a. However,
such possibility cannot be excluded, either. Adogrdto the

analysts, such organizations are very attractithdse who have
not been able to self-actualize in the difficuliciseeconomic
conditions currently experienced by the CentrabAstountries.
According to the political analyst Farid Asadullieven the so-

Istamicalledfatwas, the orders of the higher Muslim spiritual leadgrsh

of the Central Asia Republics which prohibit theiyg people to
contact the Hizbat-Tahrir' representative, arelpasbserved. In
mid-summer 2002, Abdurashit Bakhromov, the Mufti of
Uzbekistan has issued such an order. In fact, acly directive,
even issued by a reputable clergyman, can be @ckonty if the
young generation is able to self-actualize in stagéimate public
processes. However, due to a massive unemployryeatg
people are easily recruited by radical Islamic seyglo-Islamic
organizations. It is arguable that the radicabratendency will
gradually increase, since there are no objectieegoditions to
improve the living standards in these countriethanear future.
This is true for the countries bordering Afghamsi&0]. At the
same time, the analyst points that difficult econom
conditions make most of the population socially
passive and indifferent to politics. Therefore, the
transformation of Central Asia into the U.S. bage t
bomb Afghanistan has not seen any significant
protest of the local population. In the Central Asi
Republics, it is either human rights activists or
radical Islamic youth organizations making attempts
to oppose the local political elites. The latter
consider America as a financial donor paying the
political loyalty of the regional leaders [11].
According to F. Assadullin "...if the anti-terrdrigperation will
openly be an anti-Islamic in nature, then, combimetth the
dynamic deterioration of the economic situatiorgain result in

a powerful social explosion in Central Asia... Thkecial
explosion, that will inevitably have a religious estone, is
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possible in the immediate future." Further, F. Aglin argues

that the second stage of the anti-terrorist opmratan serve as Kyrgyz government

against the anti-terrorist coalition' forces in BAfgistan. The
believes the extremist movements

a catalyst for this process. It will definitely stirand cause an influence the socio-political situation in the ctnynand the

anti-American sentiment, and force even the ldg&#mic
clergy to reorient since it would be difficult fahe latter to
explain the ordinary Muslims the killings of innatepeople in
Irag. In his opinion, America must not forget tleaery fourth

level of criminality. "The Islamic extremist movente seek to
destabilize the situation and move the focus ofgimls
confrontation in the territory of Kyrgyzstan. Toepent the
conflict, the Kyrgyz Ministry of Interior has enhzed the

resident of the planet somehow belongs to the Islarractivities of the Department responsible for thiatrens with

civilization. Due to an ill-considered aggressive&sUpolicy, the
radical Islamic organizations will get a lot of newembers
ready to fight against the U.S. hegemony in théoregnd far
beyond. Washington should more closely monitorgbitical

regimes are to establish closer relations with @émsian
states, it is primarily about the Muslim world, whicertainly
would try to increase its influence. Fuller spexfly dwells
on this issue, and given that the section "Theggiaufor the
Muslim soul of the Central Asia," concludes his kothe
topic of Islam in the future destiny of the regisrbecoming a
dominant.
crossroads of various international geopoliticakiiasts and
ideological groups, in his opinion; it may be a rhen of

combinations:

i.  Turkic group against Iran;

ii. Turkic-lranian group against the Arab states;
iii. "Islamistan" consisting of Turkey, Iran,

civil society," - quoted Khabar [Kazakhstan's neagency] B.
Subanbekov, Head, Ministry of Interior, Kyrgyzstaecording
to Essen Topoev, Minister of Defense, Kyrgyzstam, ¢urrent
situation is much different from what the Republicas
experienced in 1999 - 2000, when Juma Namangaapsr
have penetrated into the southern part of Kyrgyzstairrently,
in addition to the army units of Kyrgyzstan, thdiaerrorist
coalition' grouping is deployed at Gansi airbasgigzstan is
also supported by the SCO (Shanghai Cooperation
Organization) member states and the Russian aidtakant.

The author believes the region was & tiHowever, in spite of these measures, the MoD (Ninisf

Defense) of Kyrgyzstan does not deny that the titnan the
Republic’s frontier lines remains difficult and thesk of
destabilization in the region still remains. Theuaiion on the
Tajik-Afghan border is particularly challenging. teby, the
unprecedented activity of drug traffickers was rded here,

Pakistanand experts incriminate a direct link between dimadficking

Afghanistan and Central Asia, detached from thebArzand activated militant activities, since drug fickding provides

world and India;

the material basis for the armaments. The IMU'tamlis who

iv. More extensive grouping at the level of the entirhave twice attacked the Southern region of Kyrgyzsbnce
Muslim world, which may be or may be not againg thagain gather in the frontier areas of Afghanisfsstording to

West or Israel;

J. Fuller believes the membership of the Centrabis
states in the anti-Western blocs is very likely dase of
dissatisfaction with their CIS membership and fefethip
with the West. For about 75 year, these Republieseva part
of the state which ideology was a struggle agatimstWest,
which would facilitate such transformation. Foe t@entral
Asian states, there is a real issue of the militesdam
dissemination. The growth of radical Muslim orgatians in
these states would be the most real threat thanosmer
external factor. For this reason, most of thesentms
unreservedly supported the U.S. efforts
international terrorism. The Central Asia polititehders were
seeking to derive much benefit from the anti-tastor
operation conducted by the U.S. These benefitddrvoe not
only the U.S. military, economic and political resces and
their usage, but also the elimination of the Musémiremist
organizations and the source of serious politinatability on
the border, particularly with Afghanistan. The IM{Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan) was included in the lispafhibited
terrorist organizations. In August 2000, the U.8pBrtment of
State has added the IMU to the list of the mostgdesus
foreign terrorist organizations. Similar action teeen made by
the UN. In October 2002, the IMU was added by threa
Britain to the list of terrorist organizations. THdU was made
responsible for a series of explosions in Tashkarfgbruary,
1998 that killed 16 individuals; for attacks in h&ent and
Surkhandarya regions; as well as for the invasionttoe
territory of Kyrgyzstan and kidnap in the Batkemgio. The
IMU's paramilitary units have fought alongside thaliban

the Kyrgyz MoD, the Al-Qaeda’ military groups hakeen
forced out of the central regions of Afghanistanthg anti-
terrorism coalition located on the CIS borders. yOm the
Gorno-Badakhshan region more than twenty of sudupg
have already been recorded. And many of them hkeady
silted into Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan [12]. Th8. Department of
State has wamed of possible anti-American atteldibekistan. According to the
U.S. DOS, extremist groups, including Al-Qaedadodabose hotels and other
"wilnerable points” for these attacks [13]. ThéaTian avthorites believe that
there are no domestic Islamic fundamental grodfls The U.S. geo-
strategic policy has its disadvantages such agheasing anti-
Americanism in particular, and the worldwide angstérnism as

in comigatira whole. This is largely due to the aspiration ofekicans to

impose their own national stereotypes to the mahkinlarge.
Besides, anti-Americanism is also observed in thés Eoreign
policy. At the same time, Samuel P. Huntington s16tke sound
cooperation with Europe is the best antidote tofdeting of a
superpower, Americans have formed." One of thenatt priority
for the U.S. foreign policy would be establishmeft equal
relationship with key partners to mitigate and sbdhe global anti-
American sentiment. In addition to the Muslim fadtfluencing
the U.S. foreign policy, the ideologues of the B&yemony should
consider this strategy and periodically updateking into account
the growth of anti-Americanism worldwide. Currentligere is a
tendency of growth of such social and politicalmiteena as anti-
Americanism. The anti-Americanism can be obsenadonly in
the Muslim countries, but also in the EU. Beford after the U.S.
military operations launched in Iraq, this tendehay intensified as
never before. February 15-16, 2003, the world wasps by
mass demonstrations and rallies against the UrBtdes,
against the introduction of armed forces in Irad against the
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U.S. policy decision to eliminate the "evil couritby means of
war, that is, using violent methods. About 10mireojple
participated in these anti-war demonstrations azate rallies.
They swept in 60 major cities around the world, chivere
attended by over 600 different mass organizatioo# political
and social. The largest mass participation of #reahstrators was
in Rome, about 3min. individuals; in London - ovemin
individuals, and in all major cities in Europe, USAd Asia. In New
York alone over 100 thousand people participatet&monstrations
opposing the U.S. plan to begin the war againgt[lt&]. In Arab
countries demonstrations were not of such a masaatkr. This is
explained by the U.S. presence of expeditionaritamyilhousing;
military ships; aviation; and etc. in these coesirias well as by
authoritarian and other regimes prevailing there.

V. THE U.S.-GENTRAL ASIA COOPERATIONAGAINST
TERRORISMAND RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM

The radical change in the geopolitical world batairca very
short time, was a consequence of the terroristiatt&eptember
11, 2001 in New York and Washington, DC and thessgbent
operation of American and British troops in Afgtsan.
Geographical neighborhood of the Central Asian estato
Afghanistan determined their
international anti-terrorist coalition. Uzbekistavas the first
CAR state which demonstrated its willingness topevate and
provided its territory for a number of foreign wnlead by the
USA. Uzbekistan was one of the key points for Pgota
operation. The availability of the former Sovietlitary bases
and airfields used back in the 80s for the samepgsas,
sustained the implementation of U.S. plans.
Uzbekistan continued its policy of strategic coagien with the
United States, build up earlier. During the visit President
Islam Karimov to Washington in mid-March 2002, theS.
actually received confirmation of Tashkent's loyaland
continued support to anti-terrorist operation caned by the
US. Uzbekistan feared that in fact the Islamistditamy
infrastructure was not destroyed,
extremists attacks, both
Uzbekistan. Despite doubts on the ability of thesi&fn peace-
keepers to control the situation in this countrgisiikent was
much interested in a long-term military presencéhefU.S. and
its allies in Afghanistan. In addition, Uzbekistsais managed to
represent its interests in the Afghan governmeRashid
Dostum], a representative of a large Uzbek Diaspiora
Afghanistan was appointed as a Vice-President théfrelevant
authorities. R. Dostum, being a Tashkent-controlfgdyer
could significantly facilitate the solution of théslamic
Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU) issue on the origitedritory.
It should be noted that planned confederation ighahistan
proposed by Rashid Dostum, was potentially bersgfifor
Uzbek leadership. In this case, the territoryUabekistan
bordering with Afghanistan, the Uzbek governmentuldo
control an Uzbek faction to ensure complete safdtythe
southern borders, and a powerful instrument tauarfte the
geopolitical processes in this strategically imaottregion.

Tajikistan has also agreed to provide territory foifitary
under the anti-terrorist operation in Afghanistd@ihe foreign
policy of Tashkent and Dushanbe in many ways aaetgxthe
opposite. Tajikistan is one of the closest allids Russia,

dependent to a greater extent than any other Cehsian
states. We can assume the Tajik leadership actiarsa direct
consequence of the Russian foreign policy chargest was
rather a Moscow move than Dushanbe, or one of tieenkn'
concessions to Washington. Kyrgyzstan providedcthuntry's
main airport in Bishkek - Manas to accommodate dhé-
terrorist coalition forces and to render humardtaraid to the
Afghan people. The reasons compelled the Kyrgyz
authorities to take this step, coincide with thebbl,
namely, assist to eliminate military threat from
Afghanistan. Besides, Bishkek was seeking to usexsgrnal
factor to resolve domestic political and econonsisues. The
Government of Turkmenistan declared its suppotthiéoinitiative
to establish an international anti-terrorist caaliagainst only, if it
is coordinated by the UN. The point is that Asleghinean the
information and humanitarian cooperation, but hetdeployment
of foreign armed groups. Turkmen Foreign Ministrgnigd
reports the Republic would provide its territorydamilitary
facilities for military operations run by foreigntates. So,
Ashgabat, in this case clearly adhered to theiplenof neutrality.
Kazakhstan's geographical and geopolitical locatibas
predetermined the Astana's support to the goalobjedtives of

active engagement I tthe anti-terrorist operation conducted by the magonal

community in Afghanistan. Kazakhstan's approack hased
on the necessity to stop any external support éowiharring
parties and hold a UN Security Council' speciassm on
Afghanistan. These initiatives were proposed at th
Millennium Summit in September, 2000.Immediatelyeafthe
events of September 11, the Chief of State madeffaial

Gdlgera statement condemning the inhuman terrorists aotseapresses

the readiness of our Republic to render any assistan their
apprehension and punishment. According to the Radsigkent,
Kazakhstanis believe the terrorists, as well ais plagrons should
be punished. Kazakhstan was originally preparesliport the
U.S. anti-terrorist operation with all available anse. Nursultan
Nazarbayev, the RoK President at the meeting with W.S.

it may expect neSecretary of State Colin Powell, stated: "We arearawthe
in Afghanistan and againAmerican leadership has addressed many states swith

requests. If, such a request provided to the G@Kaddress it
positively, "[16]. In addition, the report "Kazakhr's position on
resolving the situation in Afghanistan,” releasedaa official
document of the UN Security Council and GeneralefAssly,
highlighted the RoK position on the subject. Intfé&azakhstan
is extremely interested in establishing a normalcptil life in
Afghanistan and close political and economic reteti
Considering the negative impact of political-militaconflict in
Afghanistan to Central Asia, it is impossible rotbver an issue
of drug trafficking. According to the UNODC (Unitédations
Office on Drugs and Crime) in Central Asia abou®®5f
Afghan drugs are currently trafficking through Katan,
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan to ChinaRuskia,
and then to Europe and the United States [17].Thus,
Afghanistan remains one of the most "lively" croags of the
external players including the Islamic ones andt théerests in
Central Asia. The divergence of these interestem#iis country a
permanent hotbed of instability. The politicizatmfiislam does not
occur simultaneously in different parts of the Maslorld, due to
internal socio-economic and political issues irhezauntry. Egypt,
Syria and Iraq were the first countries going thhothis process
since back to the 50th-60th they were facing deefals economic
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and political changes. Then in the 70s - 80s. -skRak Iran,
Morocco and other countries have joined the club.

VI, CONCLUSION
Thus, according to experts, the U.S. military pnesein
Central Asia is served to solve, except for the hifig
problem, other issues important to U.S. nationaluggy,
namely:

i. Have in the region, the rapid reaction force, deeal in
the case of political instability in Pakistan, agpecially
in case of next aggravation of India-Pakistan donfl

ii. Have the infrastructure in the region for an actedicy
towards Iran and its nuclear program;

iii. Projecting American military presence in the CaBpia[G]

energy resources;
iv. Control the territory of China, especially the areaf

deployment of missile systems, and to some extent)

further growth of China.

In general, the U.S. current political activitiesGentral Asia
as well as the expansion of this superpower predaribe region
is characterized by ambiguity on the one handcheat strategic,
national goals and objectives specified in the g&political
strategy, on the the hand. It should be notedtligatountries of
Central Asia should consider the economic integmatif Central
Asian states to international organizations, batlitipally and
economically as a real political counterweighttte U.S. political
influence and pressure in the region. The view&noéricans on
the world order has undergone significant chandearing the
Cold War, the international system was considesed atrictly
bipolar: the international community was "divideitito two
camps, and all foreign countries were assesse@doordance
with their inclination to one of the geopoliticablps. Current
world is a pyramid with the U.S. on top. The UsSbiilding the
inside world political system with a hierarchy bdsen a
country's loyalty to the liberal democratic valuesl the market
economy order. But in fact, as America considesedfia bulwark
of world's democracy, a commitment of any stateabmve
principles to be verified by the loyalty to Wadition and its
policy.

As a result, all countries are divided into thre¢egories —
the allies implicitly recognizing the hegemony ahdse who
seek to join them; the states with negative atfitud the
United States ("rogue”); undecided or inactive memalf the
world political processes. Russia and China cleddy not
belong to any of these categories. According to emams
representatives of the American elite, the curnpeetiod of
political history of the world community provides umique
opportunity to combine the hegemony of one coumwiti the
assertion of democratic values. In theory, it isognized that
the geopolitical situation so much comfortable thee USA is
not eternal, but all political leaders of this coyrwould avoid
any changes to a negative direction. The attracéss of the

principles, is not considered. The fact of a natioitea,
particularly of an American exceptional ism to be
introduced the originally liberal ideology of thenited
States, is not considered as well.
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