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Abstract—Chakri Maha Prasart Throne Hall is the important
Audience hal in Grand Paace, Bangkok, Thailand which was
established in the early reign of King Chulalongkorn (King Rama V)
in 1882. The Throne was designed with the distinguished architecture
by significant blending of Western and Thai Traditional styles under
the Thai Socia changing in Colony Eraand Thai traditional culture.
The western style was represented of modernization and civilization as
the other European countries. In the other hand, Thai traditional
architecture style with national emblem or Royal emblem was shown
the status and power of Thai King as the Thai believes and culture.

Keywords—Chakri Maha Prasart Throne hall, Western
Architecture, Thai grand palace, Thai socia and cultura conditions,
The early reign of King Chulalongkorn era.

I. INTRODUCTION

HAKRI MAHA PRASART THRONE HALL is the

noteworthy building of Thailand which was built in the
early reign of King Chulalongkorn (King RamaV) in 1876 for
arranging the royal ceremonies, especially in royal quest
reception or state banquets (Fig. 1).

A groundbreaking ceremony was started to hold on May 7",
1876 and finished in 1882. The hall had designed by John
Clunis, The Architect from England, who went to Singapore
which was under controlled of England for working in civil
engineer for many years before moving to Siam [1] in the status
of thefirst Government Architect of Siam around 1872 [2]. Due
to Prince Damrong Rachanubhab had written that Clunis was
the famous architect because he was responsible for built the
Government House of Singapore [3] (Fig. 2-3) which was
established since 1867 to 18609.
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Anyway, Clunis was not the chief architect of the project as
England evident specific that Major John Mcnair was [4].

Fig. 2 Singapore Government House in the past
Sources. www. postcol onialweb.org

Fig. 3 Singapore Government House in the present
Sources. www.trendszine.com

Chakri Maha Prasart had been the Throne Hall which had
designed identity, been the one-first building Throne in Grand
Palace that noticeably mix of western and Thai styles. 3-storey
building was designed in the western architecture;
Neoclassicism Style. While the roof was in Thai Traditional
Style called “Prasada’; had been multi tiled gable roof exserted
to four-sided as cross cover with color glazed tiles, at the end of
the square-roof or Gable End was called leave-like carvings,
gable-finial, small finial representing head of naga cover with
lacquer and gold leaves, pediment in the middle of cross-roof
and designed multi-small tiled hip roof at the topped. This
unique architectural style has not been appearance in the other
countries. Furthermore, in Thailand, it had only been designed
for the building which relates to the royal family and Buddhism
religion (Fig. 4).
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Fig. 4 Roof Structue Element and
Throne Hall

In the part of decoration arts were comprised With stucco
and portrait by applied Western and Thai Arts, adicgly.
External building still presented western architeat style for
example; Rustication of ground floor-wall, Arch akeo
door-window or Roman decoration style of pillargy(F).

Fig. 7The Royal throné Thai Traditional Style inside The Front Hall
of Chakri Maha Prasart.
Sources: www.atcloud.com

It believes that the cause of architectural desigm
decoration as mentioned had been the result frenchianging
in Thai society, politics and economy in the eaeign of King
Rama V which was the same period of Chakri Mahasdta
Throne Hall establishing. This report is aimed tesent the
identity of architectural style including the fagowhich had
effected to the style of design and created théndisished
Throne from the others in Grand Palace.

Il. THAI SOCIETY,ECONOMY AND CULTURE CHARACTERISTICSIN
THE EARLY REIGNOFKING CHULALONGKORN

In the early reign of King Chulalongkorn , the sapeziod
that was established Chakri Maha Prasart Thrond (ital
1876), Thailand was still governed under Absolutenisrchy
since Ayutthaya period (Ayutthaya Kingdom, in 13b067).
King was the governor and administrator who hadolibs
power administration on the land in the divine lehigp status
(believe that king was the god reincarnation) saséhe other
countries in Southeastern Asia. The Kingship waptetl from
ancient Indian culture.

The society and economy of Thailand in this pehad been
significantly changed proceeding in the former meiging
Mongkut's or King Rama IV, in 1851-1868). At thdme
Thailand had opened relationship with many westeumtries
because they extended their power and invadeddoepsion
over the lands. They also tried to pressure Thaipten Free
Trade Area which affected to reduce Thai governmevgnues
because of eliminating of tariff barriers and fadswever, the
western countries had much stronger power thanlarhiin
order to maintain independent and sovereign. Thai$ to
summit the treaty as westerner conditions. Engleesithe first
nation that Thais accepted the treaty which wasTiteaty of
Friendship and Commerce between the British Enguiick the
Kingdom of Siam or called Bowring Treaty in 185%€name
of Treaty was from Sir John Bowring, the governdr o
Hongkong and representative of Queen Victoria ef Great
Britain).

The overall of interior decoration had been integsstyle
(Fig. 6), except in the Front Hall which is stikcbrated with
items in Thai Traditional style namely Throftég. 7).
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Fig. 6Interior Decoration of Chakri Maha Prasart Throrel H
Sources: Office of Hismajesty’s Principle PrivagcftaryGrand
Palace Bangok: Thai Watana Panich, 2004
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From the result of the treaty, Thais had to opezeHrrade,
change international trade regulations and remakmit and
export systems from the former treaty named Buifregaty in
1826, was the first Treaty of Friendship and Conuaé&etween
Thai and Western country in Rattanakosin periodterAf
Bowring Treaty, Siam had signed the similar tresityy many
western countries; for instance, United States, ndea
Denmark, Portugal, Holland, Germany, Sweden andjiBel
until the reign of King Chulalongkorm.

In the part of Thai culture had still continued rfro
Rattanakosin period in the early reign of King Gihahgkorn,
which seized on Royal and Religion Institution Ae main
priority. Thai culture which related to Thai Tradital Style in
Chakri Maha Prasart design was kingship..

Thai ancient culture believed that King was the god
reincarnation who was born to administrate and gmtohis
people with Absolute Monarchy. King has statushes Great
Emperor or Universal Monarch [7]. This was the sasehe

King Mongkut had considered that Siam would get thether countries in Southeast Asia. It was from Busith and

economy advantage from the foreign trade becausthedf
purchase power, especially rice export.
commanded to expend rice fields and increase dgnau
production. These were not only made the farmexgmue
increasing but the government also can get th tadre than
in the past because it reduced the obstacle frerti¢igal trade.
Moreover, the treaty of friendship had still opendue
opportunity to get transformed the civilizationrfravesterners
to Thais weather education, public health, transpion or
governance system. These had brought to the plkincimnge
of “Modernization” which was begun in the earlygeiof King
Rama IV (in 1851-1868) and continued to King RamdirV/
1868-1910) [5].

For the physical landscape development and ar¢kiteand
Bangkok city, there were constructed the road aedged the

Hindu ideals. The King might have good governargjef¢r

His Majestgdministration while his status became as the dikimg (or

god reincarnation). As the mentioned ideal, The gKhmad
absolute power in Mandala or area under contr¢@&end got
highest power in administration. In addition to tahl and
traditional Thai Architecture in the past had tokarder of the
important building by the owner status such as Kirtge Royal
Family, Government officer or general people. The
Architecture must represent Hierarchy namely thacelof
worship or King’s resident has to be luxurious ¢orged, used
great materials, fine decorations and representedifferent
from general people.

The Architecture of King’s residence in Grand Paldad
received the influence from this strongest ideatakwhile it
still had an important role as the central of adstiative
government. For the Traditional Thai Architectunadignce

canals for developing transportation and logistics systemsa|l which was built for performing coronation ceveny at the

Many western building styles were constructed adatine new
constructed road. Prince Damrong Rachanuphab, s&mng

first time when establishing Rattanakosin ReignlitB2 is
“Amarin Winichai Mahaisoorayapiman Throne Hall”. #ie

Rama IV said that Somdet Chao Phraya Borom Matmesent, the building has been still using for gening the

Sisuriyawongse (named Chuang Bunnag) brought thdiroy
design from Singapore when he visited in 1859 Téle Grand
Palace had been first-started to construct thelimgilin western
architectural style in the reign of King Rama treth at Phra
Aphinaonivet Group (Fig. 8) in 1857 for being tresidence,
reception, state banquet visiting and correctingtem tributes
in order to present that Siam’s King had knowledidean the
western civilization.

Fig. 8 “Phra Aphmaonlvet” The Flrst Western Thrdal Group in
Grand Palace (Demolished in the early reign of Kitmilalongkorm)

important state ceremony (Fig. 9).

Fig. 9 Amarin Winichai Maﬁaisoerayapiman ThronelHal

In the reign of King Mongkut (in 1851-1868) had strncted
Phra Aphinaoniwet Throne Hall, which was the fitshe
building in western style in Grand Palace by laa@hitecture.
The building was similar to Rural Classicism StyleEurope
more than Standard Classicism. However, interioorié hall
was still in Thai style characteristic more tharsteen [10]; for
example, the pillars were in Roman Corinthian guptd with
lotus-base, the wall was punctured to three-sgsiaaped with
pointed arch but in the middle of the front parsvpaced the
throne in Traditional Thai style (fig. 10). Until ikg
Chulalongkorm had commanded to demolish Aphinaoniwe
Throne Hall and constructed The Chakri Maha PraSasup
which was designed by western architecture replace.
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Ill.  THEINFLUENCEOFTHAI SOCIETY,ECONOMYAND CULTURE

TO ARCHITECTUREAND DECORATIONART IN CHAKRI MAHA

PRASARTTHRONEHALL

The principle influence which affected to the Chdlaha
Prasart Throne Hall in the Fifth Reign was aboudialdactor
that related to foreigners. Due to westerner irado be
procession the land in Asia Continent, many coastiricluding
Thailand got lost some parts of Own area to thet@éesrs. To
maintain sovereignty, King had accepted to abolikke
monopolize trade and agreed to sign treaty of commeneith
western countries. Moreover, King had still develdpthe
country to be modernization and civilization as teasers
including the construction building in western sty&specially
in Grand Palace and boundaries the capital areehwirs the
principle central of country’s administration. Thesentions
were the reasons of Chakri
Construction.

Anyway, Thai culture had much been influence tostarct
residence in Grand Palace. This was the most impbitb
create the blending distinguish architecture betwEeai and
Western style as mentioned in the part of Chakm#Brasart
Construction History. According to remaining thertdo and
the Great Power of King following the architectucadation in
Grand Palace during the built of Chakri Maha Ptasarone
Hall period.

A.Chakri Maha Prasart Throne Hall Construction

Before started to build Kind Rama V had determined
construct all the building in western style [11hyway, Somdet
Chao Phraya Borom Maha Si Suriyawongse or name@uighu
Bunnag, the former Regent of Saim in the reign afgK
Chulalongkorm since 1869-1873, requested to builBrasart
Style (The word “Prasart” both in Buddhism and Hird the
same meaning of Devalaya or Vimana, which was desido
be one kind of the god residence [12]. The reasouse this
style with the buildings in Grand Palace was Thalture
comparison The King with divine kingship followinthe
ancient Indian. The Throne Hall should be usediticathl
building in Prasart style by particularities desigh roof
structure and ornament, which had been multi ticexf cover
with color porcelains, cross layout, at the endaifle decorated
with leave-like carving, horn-liked finial and srhdinial
representing head of naga, in the middle of théwas made in
multi tired hip roof and to be spires on toppedy(Fil). The
regent referred two reasons as followings;

Maha Prasart Throne H

1. According to the Palace of Ayutthaya Kingdom in Q35767
had three Throne Hall buildings consist of Vihamn®let
Throne Hall at the left side, Sunphet Prasart Tardall in
the middle and Suriyart Ammarin Throne Hall at tight
side (ruined). While the Grand Palace had compldiallt
two Throne Hall; Chakapat Piman Group and Dusit Mah
Prasart Throne Hall, Chakri Maha Prasart was cocistd in
the middle same as Sunphet Prasart which shoutdiitien
prasart style as the previous one.

2.Since established Rattanakosin Kingdom in 1782 Th#
Kings of the former reigns had constructed theding in
Prasart Thai traditional architecture [13].

\ ol
Fig. 11 Prasart Spires on the topped of ThronesHalGrand Palace

As these reasons, King Chulalongkorm agreed topacbe
gea and allowed to change the roof from dome shayieree
prasart spires. After that the Throne Hall was reffiethe name
as “Chakri Maha Prasart”. Until the reign of KingRa VIl or
King Prajadhipok in 1925-1935, many Throne HallsGrand
Palace were damaged and should be renovated. Anthweay
budget for renovation was limited by the world ewmic
recession which impacted to every country. King Ravil
decided to assign Prince Narisara Nuvativongsethaghief
constructor and M.C. Itthithepsan Kritakara wasrérgovated
controller Chakri Maha Prasart Throne Hall for 16Bangkok
Anniversary Ceremony in 1932 and also used as thie s
banquet reception place. This restoration had athripe
building styles and decorations such as decoratesign, the
Prasart spires was made from bronze which is modereng
than wood (Fig. 12-13) and gate shape and desih(Hig.
14-15).

Fig. 12 Architecture of Chak Maha rarhr Before
restoration

2493



International Journal of Business, Human and Social Sciences
ISSN: 2517-9411
Vol:6, No:10, 2012

Chakri Maha Prasart Throne Hall has the greatestasid is
most important building in THE Group of Chakri MaReasart
Plan which was connected to the other smaller fratlse back.
Chakri Maha Prasart Throne Hall layout was desigoddy on
East-West horizontal. The front of the buildingnsirto the
north. It has threexserted porches which made the building
plan liked the alphabet E (Fig. 16). That was thee style as
Government House in Singapore that John Clunisdleathned
before moving to work in Thailand. (Fig. 17)

' Fig. 13 Archltecture of Chakrl Maha Prasart ThrH&H After

restoration . .
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Fig. 14 Decoration Arts Before restoration of Clikaha Prasart ’,UJ' bl ymrEwey

Source: P. Povatongdyrchitecture in the reign of King —
Chulalongkorm Bangkok: Amarin Printing & Publishing, 2010

Fig. 16 Drawing Layout Top view (a) and the Froh€Cbakri Maha
Prasart Throne Hall (b)
Source: N. Sthapitanondarchitectural Drawings of Historic
Buildings & Places in ThailandBangkok: Li-Zenn, 2008

Fig. 15 Decoration Arts After restoration of Chalkiaha Prasart
Sources: Office of Hismajesty's Principle Privaectary,The
Grand PalaceArchitecture NolBangkok: Bangkok Printing, 1988
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Fig. 17 The comparison the E-plan front view of ludlding between
Government House in Singapore (a) and Chakri Mahadet Throne
Hall (b)
Source: www.atlantis-lodge.com (a),
www.daily.bangkokbiznews.com (b)

B.Architecture Style and Decoration Arts

Chakri Maha Prasart Throne Hall is three storeyding
with its blend of Western and Thai architecturee Tdwer part (a) (b)
of building was constructed in Western style buhwired roof
and spires in traditional Thai style. Other dedoraarts such as
insider or outsider doors and windows had decoratet
western sculpture in Thai design. Most of them Arens,
Chakri Emblem and King Rama the Fifth Emblem thalsw  The roof has the spire-shaped in Thai Traditional
represented the King status who was the buildingeswFig  Architecture. The multi tired gable roof consisfsgable end
18). with “Krieung Lam Yong, Chofah, Hang HongFig. 19). It is

cover with color porcelain and has three spirestam in
accordance to Traditional Architectural Design ihailland
since the past till the present. This style caly ask in building
construction about King and religion Institutest ifias built for
general peoples’ residences, it might bring unluckthem.

Fig. 18 The blending between architecture and ezorhtion of
western with Thai (a) compare with the western rh¢tle
Source: www.doors-carved.co.uk (b)
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Fig. 19 Architectural Element Design and the nafm8able End in
Thai Traditional Style“Krieung Lam Yong, Chofah, ipHong”
Source: Adapted from S. NimleKrieung Bon and decorative
artworks of Thai architectureBangkok: Amarin Printing and
Publishing, 1996

The pediment of the Throne Hall bears the stucdenalilem
of State (Fig. 20). The central porch is only theinmentrance
which has the elevator up to the second floor aadl$ to the
Audience Hall

i zve 1 N | -~
Fig. 20 Pediment bears the Stucco of the EmbleState

C.Interior Design of Throne Hall

At the prior, the ground floor of the throne hakswused as
the station of the royal page and royal guard. €hily, it has
been changing to be a museum which is housing et
weapons. The first floor has been using as the raattience
hall, reception hall and the place for holding #tate-banquet
and welcoming the royal quests. The second flodh@throne
hall houses the important Buddha images and thesaeh
Kings, other royal consorts and the members of Riogal
Family. As the specific format areas in each floa@re from
Thai culture and belief. The reason of the stagaaas built in
the front of the hall because Thai architecturdieffiee decreed
that staircase interior was inauspicious. As Thaltuce
believed the spirit or the auspicious thing of epehson was
site on the head.

If the spirit wasn't be with one, that person migletsick or
confront with unlucky. To protect the spirit lo3thais did not
allow anyone to walk across or stay above theidkea

Furthermore, if the general people do stand ablogesacred
items whether King, Buddha image or monk, the ipaisus
thing will occur with themselves. These are theseswof using
the second floor for collecting the King's respecte
sacred-items which can stay at the higher plaae tte King's
residence.

These are the evolution of architectural desigtvertical
utility format area which has multi-storey, diffatefrom the
prior one storey buildings. According to the tedogial
construction was adopted from the western architecto
support constructed large multi-storey buildingtsas Trusses;
bring the pieces of wood or metal to make TriarRa¢terns for
the roof (Fig. 21).

This method didn't appear in Thai Architectural Usture.
Thai structure specification mostly used wood ldglich was
different from wood structure in western style (F&R).The
building wall was made from stucco-bricked struetas the
prior one but the door and window arches of thertarhall used
brick arch technology of western style replace ebdrch in
Thai style (Fig. 23).

Fig. 21 Former Construction Design showed Westénnc&iral
Technology that call “Trusses” sued on the RooEbékri Maha
Prasart Throne Hall
Source: N. Sthapitanondarchitectural Drawings of Historic
Buildings & Places in ThailandBangkok: Li-Zenn, 2008.
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Fig. 22 Wood griping of Roof Constrution in Thaigtitional
Architecture

(1]
[2]

(3]

(4]

(5]
(6]
(7]

(8]

. . X [l
Source: N. Somjailhai Architecture: Roof Structure and Ornaments
[10] S. ChungsiriarrakWWestern Architecture in Siam During King Rama IV

Bangkok: Ammarin Printing & Publishing, 1996

(a) (b)
Fig. 23 Brick Arch of Door and Window StructureThai Style (a)
and Brick Arch of Door and Window Structure in Wast Style (b)

IV. CONCLUSIONS

Chakri Maha Prasart Throne Hall is the importarndiile hall
in Grand Palace, Bangkok. With the identity of aeattural
style, the building had been designed by blendisigvben the
western and Thai traditional architecture. The Tierblall was
constructed in the early reign of King Chulalongkon 1882
under the changing of Thai society condition. Adiog to the
Colony Era, the western countries invaded and t¢rybé
procession the lands in Southeast Asia for econadhantage.
The King, the highest administrative power in Algel
Monarchy, decided to open the relationship witheign

countries by signing the treaty of commerce alonigh w

developing country to be Modernization and Civiliaa like
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